
 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Burley Parish Council 
held on Thursday 13th June 2019 at 7.30pm 

in The Parish Office, Queen’s Hall,  
Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT 

 
 
Present: Cllr Mike Wild (Chair)  Cllr Duncan Ault                                                   
             Cllr Jan Lepley  Cllr Bernard Poulter  
  Cllr Chris Turner   Cllr Jackie Whiteley 

               
Officers: Clare Smith 
 
Also present: 6 members of the public  
 
021/1920 Item 1 – Chairman’s Remarks  
   Councillor Mike Wild welcomed those present to the meeting.   

 
022/1920 Item 2 – Apologies for Absence  

Apologies were received from Councillor Vicky Evans (holiday) and Councillor Bob Felstead 
(work commitments).  

 
023/1920 Item 3 – Disclosures of Interest 
 None  
 
024/1920 Item 4 – Dispensation Requests 
  None requested. 
 
025/1920 Item 5 – Public Participation 

 
Secretary, Burley Bowling Club – Burley Bowling Club Re: Item 16 
The Bowling Club Secretary gave an overview of the Bowling Club for the benefit of new 
Members and provided an explanation of the fundraising required to achieve the amount 
required for a new pavilion. The Club was established in 1945 and uses the Green in Grange 
Park which is now under the management of the Parish Council. The pavilion is owned by the 
Club which pays a ground rent to the Parish Council of £136 per annum. 
  
In 2017, the Club entered into a 5-year agreement with the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council now contributes £3500 per year (during the course of the agreement) towards the 
cost of groundskeeping. The Club is now very happy with the standard of the Green.   
The Club is now keen to do something about the dilapidation of the pavilion which is in a poor 
state of repair and lacks basic facilities. The Club has therefore made an application to 
Sports England and has been successful in securing a grant of £42,500 (50% of the overall 
project cost). The Club consequently needs to fundraise the remaining amount by 
September. Several fundraising events have now been arranged as well as other grant 
applications to the Co-op, Tesco and Ilkley Round Table.  
 
The Club would be grateful if the Parish Council would consider awarding a grant of £5,000 
towards the cost of the project.  
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Secretary, Burley Trojans Football Club Re: Item 15 
The Secretary explained that 270 children currently play football at the club throughout their 
various age groups (U6 – U16) and this is expected to grow further over the next 3 years due 
to the Club’s commitment to expand its girls’ football teams. The U6-U11 teams usually play 
at Scalebor and older teams play at the Recreation Ground however the drainage at the Rec 
is poor. As the club expands more pitches will be required.   
 
Burley Trojans Football Club Representative Re: Item 15 
The representative explained that the field to the west of Iron Row was not agricultural land. 
The Department of Transport promised to provide a full size, drained pitch at the time the 
bypass was built but this did not happen. During winter the pitch is not fit for purpose due to 
poor drainage but the space is required for recreation and proper drainage should therefore 
be invested in. The representative stated that he objected to allotments being created on this 
piece of recreation land.  
 
Burley Community Trust Representative Re: Item 14 
The Parish Council was informed that as part of the fundraising for the new playground, 
which took place several years ago, a sum of money was set aside for a zip wire to be 
installed in Grange Park. Since this time, an agreement has not been reached on the location 
of the zip wire. The Recreation Ground was not considered, by the Community Trust, to be a 
suitable location and it was felt that all play equipment should be located within Grange Park.  
 

026/1920 Item 6 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Proposed by Councillor Jan Lepley 
Seconded by Councillor Chris Turner 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 9th May 2019 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
027/1920 Item 7 – To Receive Minutes from Council Committees 
  A copy of the minutes from the following committees was received and accepted: 
  Planning Committee Meeting, 20th May 2019 
  
028/1819 Item 8 – To Review Minutes from other organisations   

Councillor Ault stated that the latest Community Trust minutes were available on the Trust’s 
website.  

 
029/1920 Item 9 – Finance  

 
9.1  Schedule of Receipts and Payments (April and May 2019) 

RESOLVED: The schedule of receipts and payments for April 2019 and May 2019  
were approved. 

 
  9.2 Bank Reconciliation April 2019  

 RESOLVED: The bank reconciliation for April 2019 was circulated with the 
corresponding bank statement was approved. 

 
9.3 Budget Report Year to Date 2019/20 

RESOLVED: The budget report was received and noted.  
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030/1920 Item 10 – Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19 – Section 1 Annual 
Governance Statement 

 
The Clerk circulated the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19 Section 1 – 
Annual Governance Statement. The purpose of the annual governance statement is for an 
authority to report publicly on its arrangements for ensuring that its business is conducted in 
accordance with the law, regulations and proper practices and that public money is 
safeguarded and properly accounted for. The Chairman read each assertion to Members.  
 
RESOLVED that the Council is able to answer ‘yes’ to assertions 1 – 8 and approves the 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19 – Section 1. 
 

031/1920 Item 11 – Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19 – Section 2 Accounting 
Statements 2018/19 

  
 RESOLVED that the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2018/19 – Section 2 

Accounting Statements 2018/19 be approved.  
 
032/1920  Item 12 – Crime Figures  
 

The Clerk reported that the Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant, Sgt Terri Green, had given 
apologies but had provided the below crime figures for Burley. Crimes that took place in May 
2019 were: 
 
Assaults 1 
Burglary business 1 
Shoplifting 1 
Theft 1 
Theft from motor vehicle 7 – all vehicles were suspected to have been left unlocked overnight 
Vehicle interference 1 
Nuisance telephone calls 1 
Domestics 3 
Damage to motor vehicle 1 
Damage to building 1 - (stones thrown at Burley Methodist Church which smashed windows) 
 

033/1920  Item 13 – Queens Hall & Library Refurbishment   
 
13.1  Refurbishment Progress Report  

The Clerk reported that the work to the library was now complete (apart from a few 
minor snagging items) and the library was re-open to the public.  

 
The work at the Queens Hall is still ongoing. The windows are expected to be 
completed by Friday 21st June with work to the extension continuing until Friday 28th 
June. Three payments have now been made to both Bowman Riley and JP Wild and 
the majority of survey work has now been paid for. The total expenditure to date 
stands at £326,504.14 (ex. VAT).  
 

13.2 Purchase of New Chairs for Queens Hall 
The Clerk provided details of three quotes for new banqueting style chairs for the 
Queens Hall to replace the current chairs, many of which are damaged. Banqueting 
chairs would have a more flexible use as covers can be hired for weddings and 
functions as well as using them in a theatre-style layout.  
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 RESOLVED: To approve the purchase of 150 banqueting style chairs at £13.45 per 
unit (ex. VAT).  
  

034/1920 Item 14 – Zip Wire  
 

The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with the Principal Parks and Greenspaces 
Manager, BMDC and the Trees and Woodlands Manager, BMDC with regard to the zip wire 
being located under the tree canopy to the left-hand side of the Bowling Green. The 
comments received from Mick Priestley, Principal Parks and Greenspaces 
Development Manager were as follows: 

 
“I would not recommend putting a zip wire through the canopy of trees! Several reasons 
spring to mind but the main concern would be sap and other detritus falling from the canopy 
making the equipment sticky and sleepy, the lack of sun would also lead to mould incursion 
and would stop the equipment drying out satisfactorily after rain. 
The location would also fall foul of advice for construction works under tree canopies and 
could lead to permanent damage to the tree stock on the site. Installing any play equipment 
should be away from trees in an open location, not easy on a park full of trees, however an 
area to the right of your location would be more appropriate.” 

 
 The comments from Bob Thorp, Trees & Woodlands Manager were as follows: 

“Essentially, once you put a piece of play equipment under the trees then you increase the 
number of people under the trees and alters management: there is more footfall causing 
compaction; trees have to be kept lifted out of the way; there is an increase need (and cost) 
for inspection and dead wooding. I would check whether it needs planning permission first. 
We may need to revisit who is responsible for trees on the green spaces rather than the 
highway where BMDC retains responsibility. We have continued to manage as the CAT was 
not clear about the specifics of who would manage the trees. I don’t think this was every 
clearly resolved.  If PC manages the land and takes on the responsibility for the trees then 
you will have a lot more freedom about how they are managed etc.” 

 
 The Clerk reported that she had also been in touch with the Area Manager at Streetscape, 

the company that supplied the new play and outdoor gym equipment in Grange Park. The 
Area Manager stated that he is very happy to meet with the Clerk, Councillors and members 
of the Community Trust on site in the park to look at possible locations.  

 
It was RESOLVED that a site meeting be arranged with the Streetscape Area Manager to 
see if a location can be agreed upon. Once the location is agreed and we have a definite 
specification of the equipment required, two further quotes can be sought. Members 
acknowledged that there are currently no funds allocated to this project 

 
035/1920 Item 15 – Field to West of Iron Row 
  

The Clerk circulated a report with the agenda which gave details of comments received from 
members of the public in response to the proposal to change the use of part of the field to 
allotments. 35 objection comments and 5 support comments had been received.  
 
It was agreed there was a lower than expected support for allotments on this land, and that 
allotments would be removed from this proposal. When the bypass was built, the Department 
for Transport was supposed to drain this land for recreational use but the work was not 
carried out. Cllr Whiteley has been working with the Legal Department at BMDC to request 
that this work is now carried out by the Department for Transport.  
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RESOLVED: that the Parish Council will not pursue allotments or a Multi-Use Games Area 
(MUGA) for this site and that clarification on the drainage of the area will be sought from 
Bradford MDC Legal Department prior to further action being taken.  

 
036/1920  Item 16 – Bowling Club 
 

The Bowling Club has asked the Parish Council to consider awarding a grant of £5,000 
towards the cost of the new pavilion project.  
 
In 2017, the Bowling Club entered into a 5-year agreement with the Parish Council. The 
Parish Council now contributes £3500 per year (during the course of the agreement) towards 
the cost of groundskeeping. The Club is now very happy with the standard of the Green.   
The Club is now keen to do something about the dilapidation of the pavilion which is in a poor 
state of repair and lacks basic facilities. The Club has therefore made an application to 
Sports England and has been successful in securing a grant of £42,500 (50% of the overall 
project cost). The Club consequently needs to fundraise the remaining amount by 
September. Several fundraising events have now been arranged as well as other grant 
applications to the Co-op, Tesco and Ilkley Round Table.  
 
It was felt that the Council’s budget needed to be reviewed thoroughly prior to any 
commitment being provided to the Bowling Club.  
 
RESOLVED that this matter be referred to the Finance Committee and a recommendation be 
brought to the July Council meeting.  

 
037/1920 Item 17 – Consultation: Public Space Protection Order – Wildfire Risk 

 
RESOLVED that the Council support the proposal to create a Public Space Protection Order 
to prevent the risk of wildfires on the District’s moorland. The Clerk is to submit this response 
to Bradford MDC with the additional comment that a higher fine would also be supported to 
further deter wildfires being started.  
 

038/1920 Item 18 – Burley & Menston Charities Trustee Nomination  
 
 Burley in Relief of Need charity is a charitable trust which is regulated by the Charity 

Commission with 6 trustees from Burley in Wharfedale. In addition to the Vicar at St Mary's 
who is a Trustee by virtue of employment in the post; two of the trustees are co-opted from 
local groups and serve a five-year term of office and three trustees are nominated by the 
Parish Council and serve a four-year term of office.  

 
The terms of office don't all expire at the same time - and so the next vacancy will arise in 
July when the term of office for David Nuttall (who was a Parish Councillor) expires. David 
has been very involved in the work of the charity and has expressed an interest in continuing 
to serve as a trustee.  
 
RESOLVED that David Nuttall be nominated as a trustee by Burley Parish Council. The 
Council would like to thank David for his commitment to the Charity.   

 
039/1920  Item 19 – Reports from Councillors on other meetings attended  
   
 Councillor Bottomley – Wharfedale Greenway  

Councillor Bottomley and Councillor Poulter attended a meeting with Sustrans and Otley 
Town Council regarding the planning application that has been submitted for the Greenway. 
A small section of the route has had to be withdrawn from the application due to some 
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highways issues. The deadline for the CPRE funding is 1st July and Cllr Bottomley and the 
Clerk are in the process of arranging a meeting with the Bradford MDC Planning Department 
to discuss the progress of our application.  

 
 Councillor Turner – Plastic Free Burley  
 Councillor Turner informed Members that a letter was going to be sent to the Parish Council 

from Plastic Free Burley to request that the Council support a plastic-free community.  
 
 Councillor Lepley - East End Allotments Society  

Councillor Lepley and Councillor Bottomley attended the East End Allotments Society AGM. 
It was reported that the adoption of the Society’s new constitution was postponed because 
the AGM was not quorate. An issue with the stream banking was also raised; Councillor 
Bottomley suggested that the Society contact the Environment Agency.  

 
Councillor Poulter – Men’s Shed Meeting  
The Men’s Shed Project (https://menssheds.org.uk/) is a community space for men to 
connect, converse and create. The activities are often similar to those of garden sheds, but 
for groups of men to enjoy together. They help reduce loneliness and isolation. Community 
First Yorkshire in partnership with St Mary’s Church are looking into the possibility of setting 
this up in Burley. An event will be held in September to gauge interest.  

 
040/1920 Item 20 – Reports from Councillors on concerns raised by members of the public  
 
 Councillor Poulter reported that an elderly lady had been in touch with regard to the steps 

from The Lawn onto Main Street. The steps do not have a handrail which was considered to 
be a safety issue especially with so many elderly residents using the steps frequently. The 
Clerk will contact Incommunities.   

 
 Dog fouling at various locations throughout the village was raised as a concern. The Clerk 

will contact the Area Co-Ordinator’s Office to enquire whether there are currently any ongoing 
initiatives. 

 
 Overgrowth on alleyways/pavements throughout the village was reported as a problem at the 

moment with many hedges overhanging the pavements. Members were asked to provide 
precise locations/addresses and the Clerk will contact Bradford MDC to request that a letter 
be sent to the resident which asks them to take action.  

 
041/1920 Item 21 – Date of next meetings: 
  
  19th June Library Committee, 1pm 
  1st July  Planning Committee, 7:30pm  
  9th July  Finance Committee, 7:30pm  
  11th July  Full Council, 7:30pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed (Chairman, Cllr Wild):       Date:     

https://menssheds.org.uk/

