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MINUTES of the COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT  
COMMITTEE MEETING of BURLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
held on Monday 10th June 2019 at 7pm  
Queen’s Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT  
 
Present: Councillor Chris Turner (Chairman) 

Councillor Duncan Ault 
Councillor Bob Felstead  
            

 Allotment Representative Frances Regan  
 Burley House Field Representative Terry O’Connor  

Sylvia Tilford  
Mary MacPherson  
Shirley Lawrie   
Councillor Jan Lepley (Non-Committee Member) 
                  

Clerk:  Clare Smith 
 

CE001/1920 Item 1 – To Elect a Chairman   
Proposed by Councillor Duncan Ault  
Seconded by Councillor Bob Felstead  
RESOLVED that Councillor Chris Turner be elected as Chairman of the Community and 
Environment Committee for the civic year 2019/2020.  

 
CE002/1920 Item 2 – To Elect a Vice Chairman  
  Item deferred.  
 
CE003/1920 Item 3 – Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Bernard Poulter, Councillor Jackie Whiteley, Councillor 
Mike Wild and Peter Riley (allotments representative).  
 

CE004/1920   Item 4 – To receive any disclosures of interest 
None received.  

 
CE005/1920 Item 5 – To consider written requests for a dispensation on any matter to be discussed. 
  None requested.  
     
CE006/1920 Item 6 – Public Participation 

 
6.1  Mary MacPherson  

Concerns were expressed over trees being pruned, in particular with the topping of trees 
and the Committee was urged to take the environmental impact of doing this into 
consideration when discussing tree works. Insects, animals and birds could all be 
disturbed or harmed when work of this nature is carried out.   
 

6.2  Sylvia Tilford  
There are declining numbers of volunteers on the Village Green Working Party. The 
Committee was asked to consider whether it wanted to continue with the working party 
and if so, to increase the publicity for the working groups. It was also raised that the risk 
assessment would need to be reviewed.  
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 Sylvia also noted that the planting on the Village Green was looking particularly good 
this year.  

  
CE007/1920 Item 7 – Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed by Councillor Chris Turner  
Seconded by Councillor Bob Felstead  
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2019 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record. 

 
CE008/1920 Item 8 – Terms of Reference  

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Chris Turner would bring a draft Terms of Reference 
document to the next Committee meeting for consideration.  
 

CE009/1920 Item 9 – Allotments  
 
9.1 Prospect Road Allotments 

The Clerk reported that an email had been received regarding the ginnel that runs down 
from Sandholme Drive past the allotments on Prospect Road. Some of the residents whose 
gardens back onto Wood Head Beck have chopped down all of the blackberry bushes and 
small trees to the land opposite the allotments. The land on the ginnel side belongs to 
Bradford MDC. It was agreed that the Parish Council should contact Bradford MDC to report 
that this has been happening on land owned by them in the first instance.  
 
A tenant has contacted the Council to complain about an overgrown plot. This will be 
inspected when the Clerk and Councillor Ault visit the site shortly.  
 

9.2 Aireville Terrace Allotments 
No items of concern were reported.  

 
9.3 Oak Avenue Allotments  

No items of concern were reported.  
 
Councillor Bottomley (non-Committee member) arrived at this juncture.  
 

9.4 Other Allotments Matters  
The Clerk made a request for a Councillor to assist with the allotments inspection which was 
due shortly. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Duncan Ault will carry out the inspection with 
the Clerk. 

 
Councillor Ault asked whether there was any possibility of the tenants forming their own 
allotments society. Frances Regan will the matter discuss this with Pete Burnell. 
 
Councillor Lepley recently attended the East End Allotments Society AGM. The Society are 
trying to agree a new constitution but they were not quorate at the meeting and therefore 
could not put it to the vote. The other main agenda item was regarding the erosion of the 
stream bank which they are going to liaise with the Environment Agency about.  

 
CE010/1920 Item 10 – Tree Management  
 

10.1 The Clerk reported that a resident of Holme Park had requested that a tree be cut back to 
prevent it shading the rear garden of their property. It was agreed that a survey of the tree 
be carried out by Councillor Felstead and further information be brought back to the next 
Committee meeting. No work could be carried out during nesting season anyway, so this 
would not delay potential work being completed.  
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10.2 The Clerk circulated the Council’s current tree policy and suggested that the Committee 

should consider reviewing this taking into account the land that has been purchased for 
the Wharfedale Greenway. However, Councillor Bottomley stated that a lot of tree 
management work would be discussed as a result of the Wharfedale Greenway planning 
application. It was agreed that a meeting would be held with the planning department and 
the Tree Policy would be revisited.  

 
CE011/1920 Item 11 – Play Equipment Inspection Arrangements  

The Clerk reported that Chevin Landscapes carry out a monthly inspection of the play 
equipment and check that moving parts are in order and take any remedial action such as 
greasing or oiling. However, the Council should have a log of weekly play equipment 
inspections.  
It was RESOLVED that Councillor Turner would carry out a weekly visual inspection of the 
equipment in the park.   

 
CE012/1920 Item 12 – Burley House Field 
 

a) Management  
Nothing to report.  
 

b) Request from resident  
A resident of St Philips Way has contacted the Clerk to request permission to remove their 
boundary fence and install a new wall. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the 
resident to inform them that the land belongs to Bradford MDC and that they should seek 
permission from Bradford MDC instead.  
  

c) Friends Burley House Field  
Terry O’Connor reported that the Friends have continued to hold working parties on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month. Work has concentrated on reducing Spring and early Summer grass 
and nettle growth along the South Ha-Ha, monitoring the newly-planted trees and starting 
the routine removal of Himalayan balsam along the beck. The damaged handrail on the 
main bridge over the beck has been replaced by a local joiner, David Smith, whose initiative 
was much appreciated. Public comment has continued to be positive regarding the planting 
and work on the Ha-Ha.  
 
The Committee’s views are sought on three specific issues: 
To allow further repair and reconstruction of the South Ha-Ha, we have salvaged a quantity 
of stone from the derelict North Ha-Ha. This is stacked, waiting to be moved to where it is 
needed. This is too much to be undertaken by volunteers with a wheelbarrow. An estimate 
of £300 was obtained in March from the contractors, Chevin Landscapes, to move the stone 
and to remove dead wood and roots from the Ha-Ha, allowing work to continue. We are 
currently unclear whether the Parish Council has agreed to this sum or, if so, whether  
Chevins have been commissioned to take the work forward.  
 
It was RESOLVED that this work should be carried out and the Committee approved the 
expenditure of £300. The Clerk will instruct the Contractor to begin this work.  
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It would be easier to keep the Ha-Ha and Community Orchard in good order if strimming of 
long vegetation could be undertaken regularly by the Friends. The tool shed on BHF has two 
petrol-driven strimmers. Neither has been used for over a year to our knowledge, and 
neither has been cleaned and serviced for considerably longer than that. Would the PC fund 
the servicing of both, plus some training for e.g. two Friends volunteers to ensure safe use 
of the strimmers, so that we can more easily deal with this regular task? 
The Clerk will look into the cost of this.  
 
Can we confirm the existing arrangement that mowing of the main grass areas on BHF does 
not begin until after July 15th, to allow seed ripening and dispersal, and that this date will be 
confirmed when the mowing is contracted? The Clerk will ask the contractor to ensure that 
mowing only takes place after this date.  

 
CE013/1920 Item 13 – Update from Burley Village Wildlife Group 
 
  Apologies had been given by the Wildlife Group representative.  
 
CE014/1920 Item 14 – Date of next meeting 

A provisional date of 22nd July was given but several members are not able to attend on Monday 
evenings. It was agreed that the meetings schedule would be reviewed and a date circulated by 
the Clerk.  

 


