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Minutes of the meeting of the  
Finance Committee held remotely via video  
conferencing on 26th April 2021 at 6.30pm 

 

 
 
Present: Councillor Duncan Ault (Chairman) 
  Councillor Vicky Evans (Ex Officio) 

Councillor Bob Felstead (Vice Chairman) 
  Councillor Jan Lepley (Ex Officio) 
  Councillor Gary Scott  

Councillor Mike Wild  
Clerk:  Clare Smith   
Also present: Councillor Chris Turner (non-Committee member) 
 
F035/2021 Item 1 – Chairman’s Remarks  

The Chairman, Councillor Ault, welcomed those present to the meeting and thanked them for 
attending.  

 
F036/2021 Item 2 – To receive any apologies for absence 

All Committee members were present.  
 

F037/2021 Item 3 – To receive any disclosures of interest 
There were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance 
with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) 
Regulations 2012 from Members or Officers. 

 
F038/2021 Item 4 – To consider written requests for a dispensation on any matters to be 

discussed 
There were no dispensation requests received by the Clerk under the Localism Act 2011 
s33. 

 
F039/2021 Item 5 – Public Participation 

There were no members of the public present.   
  

F040/2021 Item 6 – Minutes of Previous Meeting  
  Proposed by Councillor Bob Felstead 
  Seconded by Councillor Mike Wild 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2020 be accepted as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

F041/2021 Item 7 – Adjusted Year End Figures 2020/2021 
A report was circulated which gave details of the actual income and expenditure at 3st March 
2021 taking into account all creditors, debtors, accruals and pre-payments (Appendix A).   
 
It was noted that: 

• Debtor’s total £5,312.34 and include £1,050 Jolly Tots March rent and £3,764 due from 
Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust for the zip wire both received in April. 

• Prepayments (monies paid in advance) total £4,638.43 and include £997 YLCA 
conference fees and £3,601 Carne & Co insurance. 

• Creditors total £4,542.50 and include £1,702 for Chevin contract work and £2,840 for 
non-contract work (Greenway steps £1595) 

• Accruals total £901.11 mainly water and electric bills for the Queens Hall (£831). 

• Otley G C. The net result is a surplus of £30,394. v £19531 budget (-£4770 revised April 
2020 budget). 
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• As previously mentioned, this surplus roughly equates to funding received through 
Bradford for the Queens Hall loss of income. Without such funding we would have made 
a small deficit. 

 
 
F042/2021 Item 8 – Budget Review 2021/2022  

The original budget for 2021/22 showed a surplus of £7834 whereas the revised figure is 
little different at £9554. However, there are a few significant differences as follows: 

• Wharfedale Greenway: the budget includes an extra figure of £25,500 for the Otley Golf 
Club land purchase and fencing carried over from 2020/21. The total budget is now 
£41,000 which includes a £10,500 (dependent on receipt of S106 monies). 

• Parks: Expenditure on pitch drainage maintenance of £4,000 has now been included in 
recreation ground.  

• Library: It has been confirmed that utilities and rates for the Library will be paid by 
Bradford MDC (probably for the last year). The £11,000 saved has now been partly re-
allocated to Capital Items (new boiler and floor repairs). 

• Queens Hall: There is a saving on business rates of £5,000 (due to Covid Relief) but 
extra expense provision for the roof repair on the small hall has been made of £12,000. 

• Roundhouse: £3,000 provision for internal decoration and improvements. 

• Duke of Edinburgh: To be closely monitored on a quarterly basis. 
 

The following points were also noted and will be monitored throughout the year by the 
Committee: 

• Queens Hall income – There are two wedding bookings confirmed to date. Regular hirers 
are now gradually returning to their pre-covid booking slots. A lower lettings budget figure 
has been agreed to make an allowance for a gradual increase in expenditure throughout 
the year due to the covid restrictions and some customer reluctance to commit.   

• Consider the legal and financial status of the Library on an ongoing basis – A review of it 
becoming more self-sufficient on fundraising maybe as a charity should be undertaken. 
This financial year is likely to be the last where Bradford supports repairs, utilities and 
business rates (£13,000 estimate). 

• Financial review (in conjunction with physical practicalities) of ownership and 
responsibility of the parks and recreation ground. Consideration shall also be given to the 
renewal of the maintenance contract (current contract expires March 2022).  

 
The reviewed budget is available at Appendix B.  

 
F043/2021 Item 9 – Next Meeting Date 

To be held in July 2021 – date to be confirmed.  


