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It seems like no time since the last Burley Matters 
popped through your letter box, this summer has 
been quiet with no major projects coming to 
completion. Work continues to keep the village a 
pleasant place to live and work. We would like to 
thank all the groups and individuals who litter pick 
and tend the green spaces. Coming shortly will be 
the Duck Race and a cut down version of The 
Summer Festival. You will find further information 
about these events at https://burleyinwharfedale.org/ 
and https://www.burleysummerfestival.co.uk/. Have 
a good summer and stay safe. 

Councillor Jan Lepley 
Chair of the Parish Council 

Chair’s Introduction 

Distributed by Burley Parish Council, Queens Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT. 

Burley Methodist Church 

Following the Government’s recent  
decisions on Covid restrictions, the 
Methodist Church is hoping to fully  
re-open from 1

st
 Sept. Across August 

there will be a mix of online services 
and in person services, with the latter 
being held on Aug 8

th
 and 29

th
. We 

shall be joining with friends from the 
other churches and the wider village for 
the Summer Festival Service on Aug 
22

nd
. To  

access our online services or to find out 
more about the life of the Church, 
please visit www.burleymethodist.org 
(or check out our church noticeboard): 

Details of our more relaxed and informal Shift sessions can be found at: www.burleyshift.org. 

We are anticipating being able to resume taking bookings for use of the premises from Sept 1
st
. 

For details of how to make a booking please contact Rev Tim Perkins on 864187 or at 
rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com 

Burley Good Neighbours 

If you need help to get to a hospital appointment, clinic or surgery for a medical or dental 
appointment, one of the Burley Good Neighbours volunteers maybe able to take you there. The 
Burley Good Neighbours have been providing transport for the last 40 years. Contact them on 
07949 793355.  For any other Good Neighbours enquiries call Gill on 01943 863 323.  

https://burleyinwharfedale.org/
http://www.burleyshift.org
mailto:rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com


 

 

Generous Pioneer Planning Application 
A new planning application is shortly to be submitted by KCS Developments Ltd to the Local  
Authority, aiming to obtain planning consent for a new 72-bed care home for Burley and 42  
retirement living apartments in two separate buildings. The scheme will help the Local Authority in 
meeting its housing targets and in delivering a range of accommodation required both locally and 
district-wide. The development is planned on the site of the current family restaurant the Generous 
Pioneer. Acting on behalf of the site owners, KCS Developments Ltd intend to submit an  
application for the demolition and redevelopment of the site. The proposed buildings will be  
designed in keeping with the local vernacular and will be three-storey in height matching the  

housing on the other side of the road. The 
buildings will be set in landscaped 
grounds and the tree planting on the edge 
of the site which partially shields views  
into and out of the site will be retained as 
far as possible. No changes to the current 
site access are proposed. The planning 
application will be accompanied by a full 
set of supporting documents covering  
design, highways, drainage, ecology and 
planning policy. If residents are interested 
in hearing more about the proposals or 
have questions in advance of planning  
being submitted further information can be 
requested from Richard Morton of KCS 
whose email address is  
richardmorton@kcsdevelopments.com. 

The pandemic has affected membership of groups in the village and the Summer Festival  
committee would like to help. On 22nd August 11am- 3pm, the Burley Summer Festival is hosting a  
volunteer and member recruitment fair in Grange Park. The hope is that groups who are looking for 
members or groups that need volunteers will be able to provide information or tasters at the event 
and attract some new recruits. If your organisation is interested please contact: 
burleysummerfestival@gmail.com  

mailto:richardmorton@kcsdevelopments.com
mailto:burleysummerfestival@gmail.com


Library News 
 
From August the library will be increasing its opening hours. The new hours will be Mondays 10 am 
to 5 pm, Tuesdays 10 am to 5 pm, Thursdays 2 pm to 6 pm, Fridays 10 am to 5 pm and Saturdays 
10 am to 1 pm. The library is now open for browsing and computer use including printing and photo-

copying. 
 
The Summer Reading Challenge Wild 
World Heroes has now launched. Children 
aged between 4 and 11 can collect a kit 
from the library. There are also a number of 
family events in the summer holidays in-
cluding Nature Performance Poetry,  
Zoolab and the return of the Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic. Booking is essential for these events 
and numbers are limited. Please contact the 
library on  
burleylibrary@gmail.com for more  
information. 
 

Finally, the library’s Green Shoots  
Community Garden had a launch party 
on 26 June in association with a team 
from the Burley Community Trust funded 
Herb Garden. Over 150 residents at-
tended the outside event which included 
family activities and stories from Story 
Bees, games and “plant” treasure trails. 
It brought a little bit of “normality” back 
to the library and was enjoyed by all. 
Pictured are some young attendees and 
part of the library garden. As part of the 
Incredible Edible programme, both the 
herb garden sites and the library now 
have herbs and vegetables ready to pick 
and residents are welcome to share in 
this at no cost over the next few months. 
 

Burley Bowls Club 

Burley Bowls Club is starting to reap the benefits of a clubhouse in attracting new members to the 
game. Thursday evenings are now being promoted for new bowlers with a number now feeling 
confident to become registered bowlers in the local league.  
‘’It is very satisfying to see the transition of members from beginner to competitor’’ said Colin Croft 
who has overseen the development of recruiting new members. The club has also benefitted from 
members stepping up to captain teams in the League. Despite a lot of members feeling the need 
to isolate and feeling vulnerable the club has continued to compete in the same number of leagues 
as in 2019 when the local league ran a full programme. The League is not operating promotion 

and relegation in order to encourage clubs maintain teams without the 
threat of losing their place in the League structure. Normal service will 
resume next year! The club anticipates as the Covid restrictions ease 
the club will host club competitions as well as some open events. The 
club looks forward to hosting the popular Target Bowls during the Bur-
ley festival. Interested in bowls? Contact Brian Wheeler on 07944 
191480 or email brianpwheeler@hotmail.co.uk      

mailto:burleylibrary@gmail.com
mailto:brianpwheeler@hotmail.co.uk


Burley-Téréli Friendship Trust (BTFT) 
Twenty years ago, a Friendship Agreement cemented Burley’s 

link with Téréli in the Dogon region of Mali in West Africa. Last 

August, when you responded to the Emergency Appeal from 

Burley-Téréli Friendship Trust you responded as true friends 

and, WOW! What a difference you made. £5320 (including Gift 

Aid) was raised to avert famine in the region which has suffered 

not only from climate change but also from attacks which made it 

impossible for villagers to plant and harvest their staple crop. 

Your generosity helped us fund vital millet supplies for over 700 

people to tide them 

over until the 

harvest later this 

year. The people of 

Téréli, Guemeto, 

Sono and Daga 

send heartfelt 

thanks. On July 

11th TEAM BTFT took part in the Ilkley Half-Marathon 

to raise money for famine relief, wells, health care and 

medicines, school equipment etc. Every penny raised 

is properly accounted for and really appreciated. 

Though the Half-Marathon is over, if you wish, you can 

still donate on line at: https://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/TeamBTFT or contact us - 

01943 864404. Lots more details of the charity can be 

found at https://www.btft.org.uk/. Do take a look. It is 

inspiring to see the genuine friendship that has 

developed over the past 20 years. In August, the Mali 

flag will fly in Burley: a wonderful way to celebrate this 

remarkable and enduring link.  

 
Dementia Support  

Coronavirus has brought new challenges for people living with dementia.  In many cases skills 

have been lost and confidence eroded. There is evidence that the pandemic has also had a strong 

negative emotional effect on carers.  Now that restrictions are gradually easing, hopefully we can 

look forward to restarting our friendly, twice-monthly Memory Tree support meetings for people 

with dementia and their carers. We welcome enquiries from new people who would like to join us. 

Alternatively, if it would be helpful just 

to chat with someone about your anxi-

eties or concerns, then do please get 

in touch: dementiafriendlybur-

ley@gmail.com or telephone Susan 

on 01943 864424. You can also visit 

https://

burleydementiafriends.weebly.com/. 

mailto:dementiafriendlyburley@gmail.com
mailto:dementiafriendlyburley@gmail.com
https://burleydementiafriends.weebly.com/
https://burleydementiafriends.weebly.com/


Duck Race and Teas in the Park Sunday 8th August 2pm 
  
There's lots of activity going on for the 
Community Trust at the moment but our 
immediate focus is on the ever popular 
Duck Race and Teas in the Park on 8th 
August. Duck Race tickets are on sale 
around the village including at the Deli (cash 
or card). There will also be some available 
to buy on the day on the route to the race by 
the Corn Mill Pond (which is open to view) 
and at the entrance to the field near the 
race. 
  
The race takes place on the stretch of river 
east of the village, adjacent to the road to 
Otley. Please walk down Corn Mill Lane by 
the Parish Church and the Pond and down 
the footpath to cross the bypass near to the 
roundabout. We are expecting the police to 
be present to help with the traffic but please 
cross very carefully and at your own risk. 
Also please take care by the river, 
especially with children and dogs. 
  
The owners of the winning ducks will be 
contacted individually, hopefully whilst you 
enjoy fantastic tea, cake and ice cream 
provided by the Guides and Scouts at Teas 
in the Park on the village green (behind the 
water feature). The prizes this year are 
£100, £50, £25 and two £10 for the first 5 
ducks who make it home. 

Please do join us for this 
fun village event which is 
also a significant 
fundraiser for the Trust 
and Guides and Scouts. 
We had to cancel this 
event last year and this 
year we have already 
postponed our first date. 
Let's make it a great one! 
  
If you would like to support 
the Community Trust in all 
its work in and around the 
village, please do become 
a member via the link:  
https://
burleyinwharfedale.org/
home/the-trust/join-renew-
online/ 

Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust 

https://burleyinwharfedale.org/home/the-trust/join-renew-online/
https://burleyinwharfedale.org/home/the-trust/join-renew-online/
https://burleyinwharfedale.org/home/the-trust/join-renew-online/
https://burleyinwharfedale.org/home/the-trust/join-renew-online/


Burley & Woodhead  
Primary School News 

It has been a really busy term here in school. Both children and staff have 
been enjoying school visits for the first time in over 15 months. Some of our 
younger children had never been on a coach before, so it was a really exciting 
day for them when they travelled to Hesketh Farm. Year 6 were delighted to 
take part in a local residential visit, with Chevin walks, go karting and 
canoeing. The whole school enjoyed a day of circus activities and a surprise visit from an ice cream 
van at lunchtime. 

A sponsored event on our running track in May saw a huge fundraising effort by our school family, 
with over £3,000 being raised for Dementia Friends! 

Our new school MUGA is now complete 
and we’ve used it for hockey, cycling, 
basketball, golf and the ever popular 
football! It has also provided vital 
additional space for the children to play 
safely in their class ‘bubbles’.  

Finally, we are very proud to be named 
Active School of the Year for Bradford 
by Yorkshire Sport Foundation. The 
judges praised the variety of activities 
we make available to children, plus our 
approach to PE during lockdown.  

 Fundraiser Needed! 
Would you like to volunteer with an exciting new community group starting in September in Bur-
ley?  A Community Wellbeing Hub is being set up as a partnership between many community 
groups - Grange Park Surgery, Love Burley, Parish Council, Community Trust and other voluntary 
organisations. Perhaps you do fundraising as your job, and would like to be able to use your skills 

to help the community or maybe you just 
feel this is just the sort of thing you'd like 
to get involved with. 

We would love to welcome you on 
board.   
Please contact Becky on  
parish.admin@stmaryspc.co.uk if you'd 
like to know more. 

Parish Councillor Vacancy 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A REWARDING ROLE  

SERVING YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?  

Burley Parish Council invites applications from  

members of the public interested in being co-opted to the 

Parish Council. This is an exciting opportunity to help a 

team of volunteer Parish Councillors to shape the commu-

nity in which we live. For further information about the role 

or to apply please contact Jan Lepley (jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk) or the Parish Clerk, 

Clare Smith (clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk).  

mailto:parish.admin@stmaryspc.co.uk


The Love Burley Community Garden 
The Love Burley Community Garden 
was officially opened Saturday  
evening with volunteer gardeners and 
supporters who have helped bring 
this to fruition joining for a glass of 
bubbly. The garden is located at the 
junction of Hall Drive and Sun Lane.  

There are many people to thank for 
bringing this great initiative to life, but 
special thanks goes to Duncan Ault 
who has, as ever, been a massive 
supporter of Love Burley, Paul Styles 
who took on the arduous task of pro-
ject managing and doing a lot of the 
groundwork for the bench itself and 
Dave Ribbands of DWR Landscapes 
who was there throughout, helping 
with the planning and donating both 
time and materials for the bench. 

The volunteers and supporters: 

Robert Brace (who inspired the idea), 
Susan Saville (who came up with the 
idea), Paul Styles, Stella Fullerton, 
Duncan Ault, Lorraine Hughes, David 
Asher, Tom Sumner, Jill Buckley, Da-
vid Watson, Melanie Rayner, Dawn & 
Jonathan Turner, Dorian Speakman, 
Sarah Constantine, David Kenney, 
David (Sterling Road), the neighbours 
near the garden on Hall Drive and 
Sun Lane and everyone else who 
stopped to chat and give us encour-
agement and support.   

Planting time!!  So the gardening bit now…..this is a community garden and, as such, it would be 
great if people want to come along and plant a plant (or a few), tend it as needed or just come along 
and have a rest.   Treat it as your own garden and if you think a plant would look nice there, then go 
for it.  Worth bearing in mind there’s no water source there so plants need to be able to cope with 
dry spells.  There’s no planting plan so just pop them in where you think they’ll look good.  There’s a 
weed supressing membrane under the mulch so you’ll need to cut a wee cross in it and plant 
through that.  

The Roundhouse 
The Roundhouse is a wonderful community facility located in 
Grange Park. It is available for private hire at a very reason-
able rate and can be used for children’s party’s, pop up 
shops, small meetings and much more. Please contact the 
Parish Council to make booking enquiries. The Roundhouse 
will also soon be open to the public each weekday morning 
(when it is not booked for private hires) for you to enjoy a 
coffee with friends and shelter from the great British weath-
er! This will be for a trial period to monitor the usage of the 
building and we politely request that you please respect this 

lovely Grade II listed building and use the litter bin located directly outside the building in the Park.  



Contact Us 
All meetings of the Council are open to mem-

bers of the public. Dates and times of all meet-

ings can be found on our website: 

www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.  

The Parish Council office is based in the 

Queens Hall on Main Street but is not  

currently open to the public. All staff are 

working from home wherever possible in line 

with government advice. This is under constant 

review and will re-open as soon as we feel it is 

safe to do so. You can contact the Parish 

Council on clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or 

07376 320999.  

Follow us on Facebook at Burley 

Parish Council.  

Report It! 
Did you know that you can report all non-

emergencies to the Police online?  

Simply visit www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report

-it and select the correct type of crime that you 

wish to report. The information is sent directly 

to your local policing team. You can also call 

101 for all non-emergencies. It is really im-

portant that you report all incidents as it helps 

the police build up a picture of what is happen-

ing in the area and they can then respond by 

increasing patrols and taking other action. Al-

ways dial 999 in an emergency! You can also 

sign up to receive crime prevention advice and 

local investigation updates at 

www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk.  

The Parish Council produces an e-newsletter every month with updates from the village as well as 

Parish Council news. If you have an article you would like us to add please get in touch with 

Jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.  

To subscribe to the e-newsletter please email admin@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.  

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter! 

       Chair: Cllr Jan Lepley 
Distributed by Burley Parish Council  jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
Queens Hall       Vice Chair: Cllr Vicky Evans 
Main Street       vicky.evans@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
Burley in Wharfedale     Parish Clerk: Clare Smith  
LS29 7BT       clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Tel: 01943 864728 / 07376 320999  Assistant Clerk/Bookings: Cate Perman 

                  admin@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

What we do... 
The Parish Council is responsible for  
maintenance and management of:  
The Queens Hall and parking, Library, the 
Roundhouse, Burley House Field, Victoria Park, 
the Village Green, Grange Park and the play-
ground equipment, the Recreation Ground, the 
verges in the village (not Scalebor Park or the 
Wellfield estate) and West Terrace car park. 

Tip. If there is an issue that is not part of the 
Parish Council’s remit visit FixMyStreet.com – 
you can report potholes, faulty street lights,  
overhanging greenery and much more. We are 
told Bradford Council will respond in a timely  
manner. 

Your Councillors 
You can reach any of your Councillors by contacting 

the Parish Clerk using above details or alternatively 

you can email them directly using the below email ad-

dresses: 

Duncan Ault        duncan.ault@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Debbie Cox         debbie.cox@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Vicky Evans (Vice chair):                              

                   vicky.evans@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Bob Felstead      bob.felstead@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Jan Lepley (Chair):  

   jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Gary Scott  gary.scott@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Chris Turner chris.turner@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

Mike Wild  mike.wild@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk  

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report-it
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report-it
mailto:Jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

