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Chair’s Introduction
This newsletter enables the
Parish Council to share the detail
of 2021- 2022 budget decisions.
The precept is not going to rise –
we appreciate that for many
people the past year has been
difficult in many ways and that
financially some will be finding
things quite tight. The article on
the finances gives more
information.
Despite lockdowns and Covid
restrictions there have been good
news stories and we are pleased
to share with you the eventual
completion of the zip wire and
additional
playground equipment. The
project was started in 2015 when
Rachael Robinson led on the
major fund-raising initiative. The
Community Trust and the Parish Council have
worked together to ensure that the project is
completed.
The Parish Council will be undertaking
consultation on parking and 20 mph speed
limits in certain areas of the village. Further
information will be available soon.
The Sun Lane development battle has
eventually been lost and there will be 500 new
houses built on the greenbelt. The Parish
Council requested and funded advice from a
specialist solicitor as to whether any further
challenge was possible – the answer is that
there are no grounds for further objection. The
initial objections raised and supported by many
residents have made a difference – the planning
permission comes with 50 conditions some of
which may not have been set without all the
information that was presented to the Secretary
of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government. If you would like further
information, please visit www.ls297.co.uk.

All Councils were given dispensation to meet
remotely from April 2020, this has been
withdrawn and is under consultation. So, the
fully remote Annual Parish Meeting will be held
by Zoom on Thursday 6th May at 18.30 with the
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council following
on at 19:30.
After this date we intend to run mixed media
meetings with the Council members meeting
face to face but offering Zoom attendance for
everyone else. We will keep you informed by the
website.
Finally, we have an opportunity to co-opt an
additional Parish Councillor. If you or someone
you know have some time and are interested in
the work the Parish Council does, please get in
touch with Jan Lepley or Clare Smith, we will
provide you with further information
(clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or
jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk).

Councillor Jan Lepley
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Parish Council Precept 2021/2022

The Parish Council is pleased to be able to share
the details of this year’s budget that outlines how
the many services we provide will be funded. The
Parish Council has been considering the funding
required to balance the costs and benefits of the
services we provide in order to set its budget.
2020 was an incredibly difficult year for everyone
and it had a significant impact on the income
generated by the Parish Council’s buildings.
Most notably, the Queens Hall due to the
cancellation of all activities and events during the
Covid pandemic. The Library was also forced to
close which too had an impact on the income
generated. Meanwhile the majority of the
Council’s outgoings remained the same.

However, the Parish Council believes that at
such a difficult time, it was incredibly important
that the precept did not increase. The precept will
therefore remain at the same rate as 2020/2021.
The rate is £82.00 per year for a Band D
household (£1.57 per week) generating a total
income of £245,754. The precept funds a wide
range of services and facilities for our village
such as managing and maintaining parks and
open spaces, public buildings, the library, the
Duke of Edinburgh Award and the Wharfedale
Greenway project.
The pie chart shows a more detailed breakdown
of expenditure. If you would like more information
about the Council’s finances please contact the
Clerk or visit the Parish Council website.

Burley Good Neighbours
If you need help to get to a hospital appointment, clinic or surgery for a
medical or dental appointment, one of the Burley Good Neighbours
volunteers maybe able to take you there. The Burley Good Neighbours have been providing
transport for the last 40 years.
Contact them on 07949 793 355.
For any other Good Neighbours enquiries call Gail Booth on 01943 863 323.

Library News
An exciting new project called “Green Shoots” has launched at Burley Library. Over the next
couple of years the library plans to create an Accessible Community Garden which will be located
both inside and outside the library, and they want as many people as possible from the community
to get involved. No experience in gardening is required so if anyone fancies a try please get in
touch.
In April they would especially like people to start off a few edible plants from seed in their own
homes, which can later be transplanted to the library garden. It doesn’t matter what plants (fruit,
vegetables, edible flowers), so whatever anyone would like to try. The library’s “Tumbling Tom”
tomato plant will shortly be arriving in the foyer for a summer long residency.

They also have a supply of “Grow from Home” kits available, with everything needed to make a
start. They would especially welcome people
over 65, or ones who have been shielding, to
contact them if they would like one of these kits.
The library volunteers would be happy to deliver
a kit locally completely free of charge. They
really need the community’s help to make this a
success. If anyone would like to participate
please either email the library on:
burleylibrary@gmail.com or 01943 863714 and
leave a message, or leave your contact details
with one of the volunteers in the foyer. The plan
for this year is to grow edible plants of many
kinds in big pots around the library. Then, in
later years, the plan is to expand into raised
beds and planters.

Burley Theatre Group
Few of us can have imagined that we would see a time when theatre came to a standstill for over a
year. Burley Theatre Group had planned to stage Alan Ayckbourn’s terrific comedy Improbable
Fiction in the Summer of 2020. It was rescheduled for April 2021 and then, unfortunately had to be
cancelled again. The Theatre Group would normally have staged a pantomime or family-friendly
show over the Winter and sadly that couldn’t happen either. There is still much uncertainty and we
don’t feel confident enough to attempt to stage a full Queens Hall production in 2021. But it is hoped
that a Murder Mystery event will be held in September (if its allowable and of course safe to do so).
Looking further ahead, the Group plan to stage a family show which is to be a very funny adaptation
of The Little Mermaid in March 2022 and to reschedule Improbable Fiction for later in 2022.
The Theatre Group have not been idle during lockdown and have been holding play readings over
Zoom several times a month. They liked one of
these so much that they decided to record it as a
‘radio play’ and it was subsequently broadcast
earlier this year on Drystone Radio and featured
on the Talking Newspaper service.
Anyone is welcome to join them for play
readings which are very informal, so if you are
interested, please contact Pam Leach on
pamleach@hotmail.co.uk. Please do also get in
touch (there are contact details on our website
burleytheatre.org.uk) if you are interested in
getting involved in the group in an acting
capacity or in any other role – we will be very
happy to hear from you.

Grange Park Playground and Zip Wire
In 2015 Rachael Robinson, who happened to be a Parish
Councillor at the time, suggested to the Parish Council and
the Community Trust that if the village pulled together
money could be raised to transform the children’s play area
in Grange Park. Rachael organised a small committee
which was the start of a massive fund-raising push with
dinner dances, band nights and many other events. The
children were consulted on what they would like to have in
their playground. With a combination of private fund
raising, legacies, match funding from Microsoft through an
employee in the village, Wren, the Co-Op and Tesco with
additional monies
provided by the
Parish Council and
Burley Community
Trust a grand total
of £165,000 was
raised and spent.
The first part of the
installation was
opened in 2017 and
the final part has
arrived in the park
over the past few
months.
The playground is inspected regularly for damage and
breakages and to ensure the equipment is safe to use.
The small trampoline is out of use waiting for the parts to
arrive to repair it. New bins and tables are also either
already installed or ordered to give more seating near the
equipment so families can enjoy the space.
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this
happen – it is great to see children and families enjoying
the space.
Covid Vaccines: Currently we have done over
4000 1st doses and over 1300 2nd dose. We
apologise for the short notice for appointments
however we are finding out week on week what
we will be given. Appointments: We currently offer on the day telephone triage for urgent
enquiries and pre-bookable telephone appoints with all GPs for the coming weeks. Reception
cannot offer you a face to face appointments, these are offered at the doctor’s discretion.
You can also contact us using e-consult, this is a form you can fill in from our website, it asks you
a list of questions which it formulates into a form and this is put to a GP by our admin team and
from this you will get a GP response sometimes via a text message, a reply email or a telephone
call depending on the issue it is dealing with.
If you are on Facebook please follow our page, we are using this as a key route to contact our
patients and keep you update on everything from Covid vaccines, telephone faults and power
failures! Earlier on this year we suffered a boiler failure and had no heating for over 2 weeks, we
put a note on our Facebook page and within 2 hours the village had rallied around to supply us
with fan heaters – a very proud moment to be part of such a kind village.
If you wish to join our Patient Participation Group and be part of the mechanics of our surgery then
please email gillianbowskill@aol.co.uk or leave your contact details with the reception staff at the
Surgery and someone will contact you for a chat.

Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust
Despite the various lockdowns and
constraints, the Community Trust has been
really busy these last few months, with
several projects from which you’ve almost
certainly seen the benefits. The new zip
wire and play area have been a big
community project for many years, but
BWCT has been pleased to be the conduit
and provide most of the funding and to
coordinate the eventual delivery.

The Round House garden has been
another good collaboration working with the
Parish Council, Burley Gardeners, the
Summer Festival and others. We hope
you’re enjoying the new garden and four
benches (each provided by one of our
churches). Good work has also continued on
the Scalebor playing fields and pavilion with help from the junior football and cricket clubs.
You may also have noticed lots of purple rubbish sacks around the village or seen one of the
many Wharfedale Wombles now recruited to collect the seemingly endless amounts of litter, and
also working on solutions to try and diminish this. Do please join us on the first Sunday of each
month (10am Round House) or get in touch for an individual litter collection kit. This initiative has
been coordinated through the Trust.
One new project we are working on is
‘Walking with Wheels’ in conjunction
with Walkers are Welcome. We are
investigating ways to make the path past
the allotments from Prospect Road up to
Jumb Beck Close accessible for people
with buggies, scooters and wheelchairs.
BWCT is very grateful to the Co-op Local
Community Fund for our starter funding.
Plans are also in hand to provide five
more benches at key locations around the
village to supplement the new one already in place on Hag Farm Road.
Another new project is a couple of large village information panels with walking routes and
points of interest, in conjunction with the History Group.
A new village website has been created to provide improved internet access for tablets and
smart phones. This has involved a lot of hard work especially around the creation of the village
diary and there are still some areas that require some more work. The new web site is:
www.burleyinwharfedale.org. We are also in the process of creating a completely new business
directory for local businesses. This will be more comprehensive and include contact details, web
site, and other social media information.
The directory will be searchable by category/location and will initially focus on businesses located
within Burley parish before extending to a wider local area. This resource will be available to all
business owners large and small and enable them to have a presence on a searchable database.
More details will be available on the village web site together with a single application process and
a standard down- loadable form requiring completion. This will be a free service and should be
available from 17th May.
As always we’d love to welcome more members, so please take a look at the village website
https://burleyinwharfedale.org (which we also run) and our Facebook page, plus the twitter
account @Burley_News.

THE HERMIT INN, BURLEY WOODHEAD
Many people will have noticed the
announcement in November 2020 by the
leaseholder of the Hermit at Burley Woodhead of
the intention to close the pub. A planning
application was submitted to convert the building
to a house and holiday apartment. Many people
were saddened to hear this news and they
combined to lodge more than 100 objections,
which resulted in the withdrawal of the planning
application.
With its location close to walking and cycling
routes and with commanding views over
Wharfedale, this could be a flourishing
destination pub which attracts both local people
and visitors to socialise and dine. It was
therefore decided to take the next step of getting
The Hermit recognised as an Asset of
Community Value. The Parish Council agreed to
submit an application in early April - this is
currently being processed by Bradford Council.
Unfortunately, the pub has now been put up for
sale by auction with the auction due to take place
on 12th May 2021. The reserve price is £425,000.
So, what can be done next to save The
Hermit? A supportive District Councillor has
lobbied Bradford Council to process the ACV
application quickly. If this succeeds, local people
will have the opportunity to bid for a community
purchase. Many communities have decided that
the best way to secure the long-term future of
their local pub is to buy and control it
themselves. For this to be an option, residents
need to assess levels of support within the
community. In the March 2021 Budget, the

In 2012 The Hermit hosted the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
party. Thanks to Liz Westbrook for the photo.

Chancellor announced a £150 million Community
Ownership Fund from which community groups
can bid for up to £250,000 match funding. If a bid
for funding was successful, the community would
need to raise around £300-400,000.
Can you help? A steering group is needed to
drive the campaign – people with a strong mix of
commitment, skills and experience are needed people with a business background will be
invaluable, especially experience of the licensed
trade and building trades. Help is also needed to
set up a website and social media accounts.
If you would be interested in investing in saving
The Hermit; if you wish to join the steering group
to help advance the campaign; or if you simply
want to be kept informed, PLEASE CONTACT
NICK HOOPER Nhooper1956@googlemail.com
or 07713 255690.

Dementia Support
Coronavirus has brought new challenges for people living with dementia. In many cases skills have been lost
and confidence eroded. There is evidence that the pandemic has also had a strong negative emotional effect
on carers. Now that restrictions are gradually easing,
hopefully we can look forward to restarting our friendly, twice-monthly Memory Tree support meetings for people with dementia and their carers. We welcome enquiries from new people who would
like to join us. Alternatively, if it would be helpful just to chat with someone about your anxieties or
concerns, then do please get in touch: dementiafriendlyburley@gmail.com or telephone Susan on
01943 864424. You can also visit https://burleydementiafriends.weebly.com/

The Methodist Church
Due to the requirements of social-distancing and other restrictions upon the nature of worship, for
the time being, the Methodist Church is continuing to record services in the church and to broadcast
them via our Facebook and YouTube pages from 10.00am each Sunday. These can be found on
the Burley in Wharfedale Methodist Church Facebook page and YouTube channel. We also continue to record our twice-monthly Shift sessions for those who
are interested in exploring spirituality and faith but who struggle with more formal or traditional worship. These sessions
can also be found on the YouTube page from 9.00am.
Our monthly collection of goods for the charity PAFRAS
takes place on the first Thursday morning of each month
from 10.00 – 11.30am outside the front of the church building. To find out more about the life and mission of the church
please visit our websites: www.burleymethodist.org &
www.burleyshift.org Alternatively, contact our Minister, Rev
Tim Perkins on 864187 or at rev.tim.perkins@btinternet.com.

Burley Oaks Primary School
Burley Oaks is proud to share that the school
has been re-accredited with the Inclusion
Quality Mark Inclusive School Award and
nominated as a national centre of excellence.
Inclusion promotes equal opportunities for all
pupils, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity,
attainment and background. It pays particular
attention to the provision made for, and the
achievement of, different groups of pupils
within a school.
Inclusion underpins everything we want to
achieve as a school to ensure that all of our
community can ‘Belong, Believe and
Achieve.’ We are delighted to have this externally recognised and to celebrate the hard work of all our team, especially at this time.

Burley Cricket Club
Burley Cricket Club welcomes everyone in the village
to visit us this summer. From April 17th, there are
games on the ground every Saturday from 1pm and
every other Sunday from 2pm. During games, the bar
is open to everyone (subject to the current Covid
rules) and then after the matches finish (about
6.30pm) the ground becomes the largest beer garden in the area for children to play, where parents
can watch them whilst enjoying a drink on the new
patio area.
If you fancy a game then come along to training on a
Tuesday or Thursday from 5pm till 8pm. A full programme of junior fixtures has been arranged at
under 9,11,13 ,15 and 18 and the club is keen for boys and girls in school years 3 to 7 to join the
club with training mainly on Mondays from 6pm.
The tennis court is also available to everybody on a turn up and play basis. For more information
about any of the above please contact Dave Cooper 07986 234489 or

Report It!
Did you know that you can report all nonemergencies to the Police online?
Simply visit www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report
-it and select the correct type of crime that you
wish to report. The information is sent directly
to your local policing team. You can also call
101 for all non-emergencies. It is really important that you report all incidents as it helps
the police build up a picture of what is happening in the area and they can then respond by
increasing patrols and taking other action. Always dial 999 in an emergency! You can also
sign up to receive crime prevention advice and
local investigation updates at
www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk.

Contact Us
All meetings of the Council are open to members of the public. Dates and times of all meetings can be found on our website:
www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.
The Parish Council office is based in the
Queens Hall on Main Street but is not
currently open to the public. All staff are
working from home wherever possible in line
with government advice.
You can contact the Parish Council on
clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or 07376
320999. Councillor contact details are available on the website.
Follow us on Facebook at
Burley Parish Council.

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter
The Parish Council produces an e-newsletter every month with updates from the village as well as

Parish Council news. If you have an article you would like us to add please get in touch with
Jan.lepley@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.
To subscribe to the e newsletter please email admin@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Thursday 6th May 2021 at 6.30pm
AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE ISSUES AND EXPRESS YOUR
VIEWS
Followed by the Annual Meeting of the Council
Due to Covid-19 restrictions the meetings will be held via online conferencing platform Zoom
To join the meetings please visit the website where you can find the agenda for acg
meeting or alternatively email the Clerk on clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or call
07376 320999.
Chair: Cllr Jan Lepley
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