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All households in the village received a notification from a 
prospective developer for the land to the west of the village 

between Wellfild farm and Escroft. The information tended to give 
the impression that this development is inevitable and that there 
was nothing that could be done. This is far from the full picture as 
the following will demonstrate.

In January 2012 the parish council objected to the Bradford MDC 
document “Local Development Framework” “Core Strategy Plan”. 
As a direct result of this and other objections from neighbouring 
settlements the housing numbers for Burley were revised from 500 
new homes to 200 and the village was reclassified from a “Growth 
Centre” to a “Local Service Centre”.

From 2013 following public engagements, consultations with 
BMDC planning officers and other interested bodies, the parish 
Neighbourhood plan has evolved, based on the 200 requirement 
for new houses.

In March 2015 during the public examination of “The Core Strategy” 
BMDC overnight reclassified Burley back to a “Growth Area” with a 
housing requirement of 700 over the next 15 years.

Following the parish council objections to this change, the inspector 
has called for further evidence on a number of issues. The parish 
council has subsequently employed a planning consultant to assist 
in the submission of our 3000 word objection which was submitted 
to the inspector in April 2016.

An additional public hearing has been called by the inspector and 
will take place the week of 17th May in Saltaire, Invited speakers 
will be able to further present their case. Burley parish council will 
be one of those speaking.

We are advised the inspector’s decision on housing numbers will 
not be made before late summer.

It should be noted that at the time of going to press no planning 
request covering this site has been submitted.

The parish council will endeavour to ensure the wishes of residents 
demonstrated at the public engagements are reflected in our 
neighbourhood plan and that the Green Belt is protected. However 
the final decision is with the Inspector.

The other burning issue in the village is the closure of the library 
in 2017. A working group within the parish council has met with 
Bradford officers and is visiting various other local libraries to 
investigate which business models could work for Burley. A meeting 

will be called in due course with the people who have expressed 
an interest in volunteering to run the library and to examine the 
financial implications.

I would like to remind everyone that the parish office in Queens 
Hall is open every Wednesday 9:30 to 11:30 if you wish to raise any 
items with parish councillors; we are always pleased to discuss any 
village issues with you.

John Grimshaw
Chair Burley Parish Council
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support the lighting of the Burley Beacon for the 
Queen’s 90th birthday!

Introduction

Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Thursday 26th May 2016 at 6.30pm at Queens Hall

The Parish Council is required to hold an annual meeting to report on 
its activities and expenditure during the past year. It is also a chance for 
residents to raise issues with the Parish Council and to ask questions of 
the Parish Councillors. 

Notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING for electors 
of the parish of Burley will be held at Queen’s Hall, Main Street, Burley-
in-Wharfedale on Thursday 26th May 2016 at 6.30pm.

This is your chance to question the Parish Council about what has 
happened in 2015-16 and what is planned for next year plus an 
opportunity to see how the village precept has been spent last year 
and will be spent this year.

Cllr John Grimshaw, Chair Burley Parish Council

AGENDA
1. Chair’s Welcome and Introduction
2. Apologies for absence
3. To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 

Thursday 23rd  April 2015
4. Update from the minutes from 23rd  April 2015
5. Report on Burley Parish Council activities and finances for the year 

2015-16 and questions from the floor
6. Future plans and budgets for the forthcoming year 2016-17 

including:
• Neighbourhood Plan 2015-2031
• Burley Library – Options for Future Management
• Queens Hall – Transfer of Asset from Bradford MDC to Burley Parish 

Council
7. Open Forum: Your chance to raise any other ideas, concerns and 

issues
8. Any other business



2

who stood for the vacancy 
as parish councillor and was 
elected unopposed. 

Peter was a Parish Councillor 
between 2012 and 2016 so 
he knows the ropes. 

Peter is a governor at 
Airedale Hospital where he 
is also a volunteer. 

He leads walks for Bradford 
MDC, the village festival and 
is on the village committee 
for Walkers are Welcome. 

THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 
PROJECT: STATION ROAD

Over the last 8 months Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust 
has led on renovating the Fountain of Life and its surrounds 
at the junction of Main Street and Station Road outside the 
Burley Deli. 

Work has involved building a new wall, relaying of flags and 
levelling the area to provide a trip free facility, moving of 
pedestrian dropped curves to improve pedestrian safety, new 
seating and tables, providing cycle racks, installing planters and 
completely rebuilding the top of the fountain. 

Much of the work has been completed and coordinated by Tom 
Sumner with help from many local craftsmen and businesses 
including John Myers who has made such a splendid job of the 
Fountain itself. The Trust would like to thank them all.

The area was officially opened on May 2nd by Bruce Speed, 
chair of Burley Community Council (now replaced by the Parish 
Council and Community Trust) with a dedication from Tim 
Perkins, minister of Burley Methodist Church. It is intended for 
use by all residents and visitors to the village. 

Funding for the project has mainly been provided by Burley 
Community Trust (BWCT) with a very generous anonymous 
donation to restore the fountain. Other funding has been 
provided by anonymous donors, Burley Parish Council and 
Bradford Metropolitan Council (Highways Department). 

The Fountain of Life with its inscription ‘With Thee is the 
Fountain of Life’ (Psalm 36:v9) dates from 1885 and was 
erected with funds provided by William Edward Forster MP, 
social and education reformer, and philanthropist. He was the 
joint owner of Greenholme Mills (with William Fison) and was 
responsible for introducing the Education Act of 1870. He is 
probably the most important resident to have lived in the 
village and memorials to Forster and Fison stand in front of 
the Queens Hall. We hope that the refurbished area provides a 
fitting memory to his philanthropy.

Please enjoy this new area. BWCT is a registered Charity funded 
mostly by annual membership. A membership renewal form is 
enclosed with this newsletter. Please join or rejoin so that we 
can continue to help improve the village facilities.

Burley Educational Trust
has a vacancy for a clerk to the trustees and invites applications 
from any individuals who may be interested in the role. The 
trust currently meets three or four times a year to conduct 
business and consider funding applications. The charity is 
operated by five trustees who all live locally.

The duties of the clerk include convening meetings, minute 
taking, record keeping and liaising with those individuals and 
groups within the village who apply for funding.

The trust, set up following the sale in 1995 of the former 
Burley Township school has charitable status and exists “for 
the advancement of education in young people aged 18 
and under and resident in the area...by provision of financial 
assistance not normally funded by the local authority, school 
or organisation”.

Although the clerk is a voluntary role, a small fee can be 
considered for out of pocket expenses.

Please email a short letter of introduction giving details of 
experience to Keith Dale. Applicants will be required to attend 
a short interview with the trustees.

keithandmarydale@btinternet.com

Grange Park Play Area
During the last few months 
as many of you know Cllr 
Rachael Robinson has been 
fund raising to upgrade the 
play area in Grange Park as 
the facilities have not been 
improved for rather a long 
time. The Parish Council is 
seeking to transfer the park 
from Bradford MDC to the 
parish so that together we 
can obtain the funding to 
carry out the work. 

Rachael is co-ordinating the 
project but is keen to know 
what people would like to 
see in a new play area - so any ideas will be appreciated. 

Please send your thoughts to clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
and they will be forwarded to Rachael!

We welcome back 
Cllr Peter Beaumont
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Burley Library
As part of the savings exercise Bradford MDC agreed in 

February 2016 to extend community management to 
all but Bradford Central Library, Shipley, Keighley, Bingley, 
Ilkley, Eccleshill and Manningham libraries by March 2017. If a 
community managed solution cannot be found then Bradford 
MC would look to close all other libraries by 31st March 2017. 
This will include both Burley and Menston Libraries. Community 
management means Bradford MDC will look after the building 
and provide books for the first year and will then be reviewed 
but the community must provide the staff to run the library.

Burley Library was built in 1974 and owing to a lack of investment 
requires around £300,000 to bring the building up to date. The 
library is open 31 hours a week and issued 30,053 books in 
2013-14. 886 active borrowers used the library in 2014-15 and 
the bookfund in 2015-16 was £4780 which would purchase 11 
new paperbacks a week. 

The Parish Council has used social media, the quarterly Newsletter 
and press releases to seek views on the future options for Burley 
Library. There has been very strong support to retain a Burley 
Library and 22 people have already indicated they will work 
in the library as a volunteer. Such a range of volunteers would 
allow the Library to be open perhaps 20 hours a week and would 
require co-ordination by a manager working 10 hours a week at 
a cost to the Council of around £7000 per year. If this facility 
were shared with Menston PC there are economies of scale to 
be gained. This would add around £3 per year to the average 
parish council bill of £15.88 per year. 

The Parish Council understands the importance of Burley Library 
but to community manage a building that needs £300,000 
spent on it when the Parish only has assets of £40,000 is a big 
challenge. In view of the extensive repairs required to Burley 
Library the Parish Council is to looking for alternatives for a 
Burley Community Library.

The Parish Council will be consulting on options for Burley 
Library at the Annual Meeting of the Parish at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 26th May 2016 and at the Neighbourhood Forum at 
7pm on Thursday 16th June both meetings in Queens Hall. Any 
ideas will be very welcome either at the two meetings or to the 
clerk via clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

BURLEY–IN-WHARFEDALE & DISTRICT 
PROBUS CLUB

PROBUS INVITES YOU TO BE A GUEST
AT ONE OF THEIR MEETINGS

COME ALONG AND ENJOY YOU WILL BE OFFERED A 
WARM WELCOME

PROBUS IS AN ASSOCIATION FOR THE RETIRED AND 
SEMI-RETIRED. IT PROVIDES REGULAR OPPORTUNITIES TO 

KEEP MINDS ACTIVE AND ALLOWS MEMBERS TO ENJOY 
FELLOWSHIP OF OLD AND NEW FRIENDS.

A RENDEZVOUS FOR A MORNING COFFEE FOLLOWED BY A 
TALK ON A TOPIC OF INTEREST 

VIEW OUR WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION AND DATES OF 
FUTURE MEETINGS

Queens Hall
The Queens Hall was constructed in 1868 and is probably 

the most central point in Burley. Sadly the Hall has 
seen better days and needs around £160,000 spent on it to 
approach some of its former glory. The Parish Council, having 

an office in Queens Hall were asked by Bradford MDC to co-
ordinate meetings of The Friends of Queens Hall. Friends are 
the regular users who care about the building and wish to have 
improvements carried out.

To make the Queens Hall ready for the 21st century the building 
needs to become much more of a community hub providing a 
much broader range of meeting and community facilities; at 
present many people think the building is either permanently 
closed or suffering from a strong lack of tender loving care. 

Ideas such as police surgeries, moving the library into the 
building, community facilities and offering more opportunities 
for young people are just some of the options offered for the 
building.

But what do you think of Queens Hall and how can we re-
capture some of the former glory? 

Ideas to clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Open Gardens
Saturday 18th June 2016 is the third time 
Burley will participate in Open Gardens and 
this is an opportunity to share your garden 
with people who like gardens! You can 
open your garden from 11am to 4pm; raise 
money for this year’s charity The Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance and if you wish offer tea and 
biscuits while people enjoy your garden. Last 
year we had 9 gardens open to the public 
and this was so successful we hope for a few more this year! 

If you would like to share your garden, even for a few hours 
please contact the clerk on 01943 864728 or
clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
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All meetings of Burley Parish Council are open to the public.  
Details of the times and dates of meetings are advertised on the 
notice boards around the village and on the village website.  

Planning meetings are generally held on Monday evenings (see 
notice boards for dates) and meetings of the full parish council 
on the second Thursday of every month.  Meetings of the 
Community and Environment Committee are held every 6-8 
weeks.  Meetings are held in The John Squire Room at Queen’s 
Hall.

At the start of every meeting there is a slot for public 
participation when members of the public may ask questions 
or raise issues with the parish councillors.  Local residents are 
always welcome at meetings either as observers or to ask 
questions or raise issues of concern.   

If you wish to raise an issue with the council between meetings 
then please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council, Ian Orton, 
or any member of the parish council.  The parish council has an 
office in The John Squire Room at Queen’s Hall.  The office is 
open to the public on Wednesday mornings between 9.30am 
and 11.30am when Ian and/or a member of the parish council 
will be available to answer questions.   

To  contact the clerk, Ian Orton: email clerk@burleyparishcouncil.
co.uk or telephone 864728 or 07971 772181 or write to Burley 
Parish Council, Queen’s Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT.

The Parish Council is made up of nine councillors:

John Grimshaw, Chair   07785 256556

Chris Hunt    07885 295421

Chris Hill    862562

Rachael Robinson        07443 603004

Janet Souyave    862096

Niccola Swan    863826

Peter Beaumont    07505 144460

Stuart Bottomley    07776 111688 
Chair Community and Environment Committee

Mike Wild    864339 
Chair of Planning Committee   

How to 
Contact 
the Parish 
Council 

Community Notice Board
This section is for local organisations and community 
groups to provide general notices and updates on 
projects.  Each edition the Parish Council will make 
space available for these notices and if you would like to 
forward information for the next edition please contact 
the clerk (see opposite for details).  Please note that the 
views expressed here are not necessarily those of the 
Parish Council:

Wednesday Morning Surgeries
The Parish Council office in Queens Hall is open every 
Wednesday morning 9.30am to 11.30am; if you have any 
concerns about services provided by the Parish Council please 
pop in and let the Parish Council know!

If you need to contact the Parish Council 
Council Web Site: www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Parish Clerk via: clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

or Tel: 01943 864728

Tweet via: Burley_Matters

Facebook Page: Burley Parish Council

Village Helpers
Have you 1-2 hours of spare time on one Saturday morning a month? Like to get to know people in the village? Need to do some community work for your CV, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  or other awards? Like some new activity in the open air?If yes to any of these questions do come along and join our work-ing group. Last Saturday in the month 10am to 12noon Village Green opposite the Malt.                  

DEMENtIA FRIENDs sEssION 
Don’t forget about the opportunity to attend a dementia 

friends session and hear stories from local people living 
with dementia at the Jepson Room, st Mary’s Parish Centre, 

either thursday 26th May 2016 2-4pm  or Wednesday         
1st June 2016  7-9pm. 

All welcome and refreshments provided. 
Contact Lucy@ 01274 588681 or 

sylviabergin@hotmail.com for more information or to 
reserve a place.

Burley-in-Wharfedale 

Walkers are Welcome AGM

Walkers are Welcome are holding their AGM at the Red Lion on 

Tuesday May 17 at 7.30. There  will be a presentation about the 

new long distance footpath ‘The Welcome Way’ linking Burley 

with Baildon, Bingley and Otley. This will be launched in June 

along with publication of the route guide. Refreshments will be 

available, and all are welcome to attend. 

Burley Parish Counil Grants
The Parish Council allocates a number of grants each year to help community groups within the village. The grants are up to £500 and aim to help new and existing groups to provide a wide range of activities. Grants are considered on a regular 
basis and the forms are available on the web site
www.burleyparishcouncil. co.uk

Burley Bridge Association AGM

The Burley Bridge Association will be holding its first AGM as a 

registered charity on Tuesday May 10 at 8pm at the Salem Church 

Hall.  Colin Speakman will be giving a talk entitled ‘The Yorkshire 

Dales National Park, Past, Present and Future’.  Everyone is invited 

to attend at a critical time for the development of the bridge.


