
 

Burley Matters January 2018  
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions and decisions 

and also bringing news about work underway with our many partners in the village.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum

 

 

Over the past four years Burley Parish Council has been working to produce a 

Neighbourhood Plan to enable residents to have a greater say over how Burley 

should grow in the years to 2030.  While there’s no obligation on a Parish Council to 

undertake this work, given the opportunity to help shape our future, a 

Neighbourhood Plan is something the Parish Council feels would best serve the 

village in the long term and will be recommending that residents approve it.  

 

Bradford Council will meet soon and we hope they will formally endorse the plan 

and instruct Bradford Electoral Services to issue voting slips to residents. Residents 

living in Burley who are registered to vote in local elections will be entitled to vote in 

the referendum. This will be a simple vote (yes or no) for the plan. 

 

Burley is the first parish council in Bradford to put forward a Neighbourhood Plan, so 

the process has been somewhat protracted since we have had to forge new 

processes within Bradford that will help the nine other councils that are following on 

behind. 

 



There will be an exhibition between 10am and 2pm on Saturday 3rd February at the 

Queens Hall to allow residents the opportunity to review the proposed content of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and to ask questions of parish councillors and officers.  

 

The Burley-in-Wharfedale Neighbourhood Development Plan and supporting 

documents are available on the Bradford website here. 

 

Queens Hall & Library Public Consultation 

 

 

Residents will be receiving a special edition printed Parish Council newsletter over 

the next few days. This provides a very high level summary of the refurbishment 

proposals. There is a more extensive consultation document on the web 

sitewww.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk, the Parish Council are holding a joint 

consultative exhibition with the Save Our Library Site (SOLS) group between 10am 

and 2pm on Saturday 3rd February. The event will be held in the Queens Hall and will 

show the proposed drawings for the refurbishment of both buildings as proposed by 

the Parish Council and the Save Our Library Site group. 

 

There are four options on which the Parish Council is seeking views:  

 Two options propose significant building work on the both the Queens Hall 

and Library buildings.  

 One option proposes to move library services out of a separate building and 

into additional space to be created at the Queens Hall. In this option, the 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/neighbourhood-areas/?Folder=Burley-in-Wharfedale
http://www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk/


land that the current library building is on could be sold to partly offset the 

overall refurbishment costs.  

 One option proposes to defer any decision for the immediate future 

 

The decision for residents is whether they wish to pay any more than the £18 a year 

(£1.50 per month) which they already pay in order to improve these two village 

assets 

 

The Parish Council welcomes your views on these options before Thursday 8th 

February 2018. 

 

Proposed Development in Burley 

 

 
 

The Bradford Council Regulatory and Appeals committee met earlier this month to 

discuss planning applications totalling 555 proposed houses in Burley. Two 

applications to the east of the village on Bradford Road for 15 and 40 houses were 

rejected in line with Burley Parish Councils recommendation and emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan. The proposed 500 new homes to the West of Burley was also 

discussed and was deferred. The Regulatory and Appeals Committee voted  to 

delay making a decision until after a referendum is held by Burley Parish Council on 

the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Notably one of the ‘very special circumstances’ which has been argued would 

permit development on Green Belt land is the building of a school. When it emerged 

that the developers weren’t obliged to build the school within the site for which they 

sought permission, councillors decided to delay the decision until more information 

could be gathered.  CEG, the developer, had proposed to give the land for free for 

Bradford Council to then use Community Infrastructure Levy to cover the cost of 

building a school. However the developer was unable to give the guarantees 

required by the committee and so the decision was deferred pending further 

investigations and the outcome of the Neighbourhood Plan. The decision above 

was centred around the application referring to an increase from a 1 form to a 2 

form entry school, for which the Parish Council raised no objection 



 

In the meantime the Bradford Core Strategy remains unchanged in targeting Burley 

for a least 700 new homes. The Parish Council have been directed by Bradford 

Planners that housing site allocation is not within the remit of the Neighbourhood 

Plan, and this is true for all Neighbourhood Plan within Bradford District. The Parish 

Council are acutely aware that development of this size will affect all existing 

support services within the village particularly education, retail, transport, leisure and 

recreation 

 

 

Bradford Council Green Belt Review 

Until the 29th January, Bradford Council is running a ‘Green Belt Review’ consultation 

to determine how areas of Green Belt across Bradford are aligned with the national 

policy for Green Belt land. There is no national guidance on how such a review 

should be undertaken, so this consultation sets out Bradford Council’s proposed 

approach for reviewing the District’s Green Belt.  

 

Burley Parish Council will be making 4 mains points: 

 Green Belt land should play a 

significant role in preventing 

neighbouring communities from 

merging into one another 

 Current infrastructure has developed 

on the basis of the existence of Green 

Belt land. Therefore the release of 

Green Belt land for housing or business 

will lead to an increase in traffic which 

local infrastructure may not be able to 

support 

 Where a Neighbourhood Plan exists, 

residents have endorsed the relevance of Green Belt land to their 

neighbourhood, and this should be considered before making any changes 

 Housing numbers should be capped so the sentence ‘at least 700 new 

homes’ should be replaced by ‘up to 700 new homes’. 

 

It is important to stress the Council is only seeking comments on the Green Belt 

Review draft methodology. It is not seeking or accepting general comments on 

specific sites 

 

There is more information on the Bradford Council web site 

 

Proposed Zip Wire 

The Grange Park refurbished children’s play and additional fitness equipment are 

being well used, and there has been much debate about extending the facilities to 

include a 25m zip wire. It was felt that a full size zip wire wouldn’t be possible in the 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/land-allocations-dpd/?Folder=Green+Belt+Review+Draft+Methodology+consultation


Grange Park because the removal of trees in a conservation area would not be 

generally supported, however there were fewer concerns for a smaller zip wire for 

younger children. The Parish Council has decided to move forward with two 

proposals: 

1. Consider a suitable location for a smaller size zip wire within the children’s play 

in Grange Park 

2. As part of the planning application for the Multi Use Games area and 

allotments off Iron Row, include provision for a larger zip wire for older 

children. Once the success of the smaller zip wire can be assessed, a decision 

can be taken in due course as to whether or not to progress with the 

installation of a second full size (25m) facility off Iron Row 

 

Draft Budget and Precept for 2018/19 

 

The Finance Committee has been meeting regularly to review the current 

expenditure and make plans for next year’s budget. Key changes in expenditure 

were recommended for the following areas: 

 Youth provision. A sum of £7,000 has been added to continue with the youth 

outreach work. While the details still need to be worked up this could include 

a homework club and, a youth club as well as support for the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award scheme. This will be run from the Queens Hall with Burley 

Parish Council as the DoE licence holder 

 Building Projects. A sum of £25,000 has been included in the budget which 

could either be used for a) critical repairs to the buildings managed by the 

Parish Council or b) to cover interest payments on a loan which would 

facilitate a more significant refurbishment of buildings. The use of this money 

will be influenced by the Queens Hall / Library refurbishment consultation 

which is underway 

 Round House. The Round House needs £26,000 spending on it to give the 

building a 30 year life. £5,000 has been allocated to allow refurbishment to 

take place over the next 5 years 



 

The Finance Committee examined several precept options in order to produce a 

balanced budget and recommended increasing the precept (the sum added to 

your Council Tax bill and which is paid to the Parish Council)from £48 to £65 (in 

increase of £17) for an average band D property.  The national average for the 

current year is £61. This was accepted by the Parish Council and will be put forward 

to Bradford Council. This precept charge would cover 75% of our planned 

expenditure which would be sufficient, since the Parish Council is keen to develop 

recurring income streams from other sources. 

 

 

Wharfedale Greenway 

 

The Wharfedale Greenway is a proposed safe walking and cycling path that will link 

Burley with Otley and Ilkley with a traffic free route. Phase one of the Wharfedale 

Greenway project will provide a riding, walking and cycle route between Otley and 

Burley. 

 

There is a walk planned to promote the Wharfedale Greenway on Saturday 10th 

February 2018. Please meet us at the Otley Roundabout on the A660 at 10am and 

we will finish at Burley Library to look at plans for the Greenway and to enjoy a well-

earned hot drink and biscuits. At the library will be details of the proposed phases 

and also considerations for an Ilkley / Addingham / Bolton Abbey link   

 

In the meantime, the main focus of attention is on resolving the land ownership 

issues on specific parcels of land between Otley and Burley. Burley, Menston, Otley 

and Pool councils are working with Sustrans to seek funding for the proposed Phase 

1 route. Sustrans is the custodian of the National Cycle Network (NCN), a series of 

safe, traffic-free paths and quiet on-road cycling and walking routes that connect to 

every major town and city in the UK.  

 

It is hoped that land ownership issues can be resolved and funding secured for the 

whole phase one route by late summer. If this proves not to be the case, then Burley 

can start work on a shorter cycle and walking path on the land that we do own, 

and wait for external funding to be made available in due course. A further progress 

review will be taken in the late summer  



 

 

Youth Services 

Further to the Parish Council’s commitment to youth 

work, the Parish Council agreed to fund two outreach 

workers to engage and consult young people in the 

village. As a result of the feedback received from this 

activity we are now opening a Junior Teatime Youth 

Club (ages 8-11) one evening a week at Queens Hall. 

This will be followed by the development of a Senior 

Information & Advice Drop-In session for ages 13+ at the 

Library.  

 

Our youth workers, Cate and Lindsay will be promoting 

these sessions through the local schools, their outreach work, our Facebook pages 

and posters around the village.  

If you would like further information on these new sessions or to register your interest 

then contact Cate Perman admin@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or pop along to the 

information evening on Wednesday 31st January in Queens Hall 4pm to 6pm.  
 

 
 

Vandalism 

 

Sadly, this is a photo of the picnic table in Burley House Field 

which was set alight and destroyed on the night of 13th 

January. The matter has been reported to the police, and 

while the bench will be replaced, if anyone did see anything 

suspicious please report it to the police or pass it on the Parish 

Clerk who can report it. Such a waste. 

 

Residents with something to report either now or in the future 

should call 101, the police non-emergency number. 101 

should be used to report crime and other concerns that do not require an 

emergency response, for example if property is likely to be damaged. You should 

always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as when a crime is in progress, or 

someone suspected of a crime is nearby 
  



 

 

 
 

Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on the 

second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, 

Community and Environment Committee meetings 

take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm and 

Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday evenings at 

7.30pm or when Community and Environment 

Committee ends.  

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance 

Committee are held quarterly. Details are all on the 

parish website. Residents are welcome to attend any 

of these meeting and hear how these and other 

matters are being progressed. In addition, each 

Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish Office is open for anyone who wants to drop in 

and discuss a matter of concern or find out more about a point of interest. 
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