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As I am sure you are aware Bradford MDC has been required to 
significantly reduce its budget over recent years which has resulted 
in maintenance within the village being reduced. The coming year 
will see even further reductions in all kinds of services from grass 
cutting,  youth support and the library to the closing of the Queens 
Hall. It will also result in failure to fully maintain open spaces such 
as Grange Park, the Village Green and the recreation ground.

The parish council have tried to mitigate these reductions for 
the last couple of years by paying for planting in the park, extra 
grass cuts on The Green and playing fields and keeping the public 
toilet open; however; it has now come to the point where it is not 
possible to prop up these services in a cost effective and ad-hoc 
way.

So as of 1st of April 2017 the parish council will take over the 
running of the library staffed by volunteers and a part-time 
assistant, the Queen’s Hall with a part-time caretaker and the 
maintenance of all of the open space in the village by the use of 
contractors. This includes Grange Park, The Green, Burley House 
Field and The Rec. We will also receive a payment from BMDC to 
cut all the verges in the village. 

Clearly this is going to cost money but it was felt that the 
environment of the village is very important to all who live here 
and that the ever reducing standards of maintenance carried out 
by BMDC could no longer be allowed to erode our quality of village 
life. The parish council have therefore reluctantly taken the decision 

to increase the precept to £48.02 for a band D house (national 
average for 2016-17 £57.40). This will give Neighbourhood Forum 
the budget to keep the library open in its present site for a year, 
keep the Queen’s Hall open for the numerous village groups that 
use its facilities, plant out the park flower beds and surrounding 
areas and very importantly institute a grass cutting regime of 16 
cuts a year as opposed to the 10 that BMDC did last year and 
likely to drop even further.

Residents with younger children or grandchildren will have seen 
that the work to refit the playground has started and is expected 
to be finished for reopening in early March. Thanks are due to 
Councillor Rachel Robinson for all her hard work in raising the 
funds along with a grant of £50,000 from WREN landfill and 
£10,000 from TESCO obtained by the parish council. Work will 
also be being carried out shortly around the War Memorial with 
the aid of a grant obtained by the parish council from The War 
Graves Commission.

All the above is a vast change for the work of the parish council 
and I don’t suppose we will get it absolutely right immediately so I 
ask you to support us in these changes, bring to our attention any 
oversights and enjoy the improved environment as the changes 
start to take effect.

John Grimshaw
Chair Burley Parish Council
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New Paths in Burley House Field!

Introduction

Thursday 6th April 2017 at 7.00pm at Queen’s Hall
AGENDA
1. Welcome and Introduction
2. Meet the Neighbourhood Policing Team
3. Update from Youth Service
4. Services from Bradford MDC

5. Open Forum: Your chance to raise any other ideas, 
concerns and issues provided by Bradford MDC

6. Parish Council Items to include: Wharfedale 
Greenway update, Neighbourhood Plan, Supporting 
Bradford by funding services and a chance to ask 
questions about the activities of the Parish Council

NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM
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BECOME A 
DEMENTIA FRIEND!

Dementia Friends is an Alzheimer’s Society led initiative which 
aims to increase dementia awareness and change the way the 
nation thinks, talks and acts about dementia. A Dementia Friend 
is someone who has attended a free one hour information session 
and has committed to an action that will make the lives of people 
living with dementia a little bit better.  

Dementia Friends Champions are trained volunteers who encourage 
their family, friends, colleagues and local community to understand 
more about dementia, what it’s like to live with dementia and how 
to improve the lives of those living with dementia in their local 
communities. 

Details of future public 
Dementia Friends information 
sessions are published on 
http://burleydementiafriends.weebly.com

Tour de Yorkshire
Stage 3 of the Tour de Yorkshire is on Sunday 30th April 2017 
and is named The Yorkshire Terrier as this is the toughest stage 
in the history of the Tour de Yorkshire. 

Riders will start at Bradford City Park before heading into 
Saltaire and then joins the 2014 Tour de France route at Burley-
in-Wharfedale but this time the race goes through the village 
before passing the majestic Bolton Abbey and into the Yorkshire 
Dales ending at Sheffield. 

The Parish Council want to make the event special and plan to: 

• Hire a large screen TV so we can watch all the race

• Hire Street Entertainers 

• Arrange disco for young people 

• Ensure lots of food and drink

• Work with all local partners to make it a community day

• Now have we left anything out? Ideas to the clerk on 864728 
or clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Grange Park was full for the acrobatic fire eaters on 5th July 
2014 – Lets have more fun on 30th April 2017

A Library Volunteer 
One of my first actions on moving 
to Burley in the 1970s was to join 
Burley library.  I still borrow books 
nowadays. My children joined and 
used all the facilities available, of 
book clubs and borrowing CDs 
and videos.  My grandson now 14 
did too, and hopefully my newest 
grandson only 8 months old will be able to join in his turn.  

I believe Reading is the very first and foremost building block of 
Education, without this skill nothing else can be achieved. Therefore 
a library which promotes this must be encouraged. Especially in 
this digital age, a child still needs to be able to read fluently, and 
as such Burleys library is of critical value to the development of 
the village. We will see a large increase in the number of houses so 
this is most important.    

We have lost a number of shops and a pub so we cannot afford 
to lose such a vital amenity as our library.  Burley needs a vibrant, 
friendly adaptable library  for the 21st century and that is why I 
have volunteered to help keep our own well-loved library up and 
running. 
Karen Rose 

BIODIVERSITY ON THE 
BYPASS

When the Burley Bypass was built in the mid-1990s’, the 
Ministry of Transport planted a wildflower/seed mix on most 
of the roundabouts and verges. The flowers flourished for a 
few years but, by the early 2000s’, it became apparent that 
the flower stock was deteriorating almost certainly due to the 
over-frequent cutting by the Contractors under the direction of 
Bradford Council. By this time the Burley Village Wildlife Group 
had been formed and, with the support of the Parish Council, 
they made their concerns known to Bradford Council, as a result 
of which a more sympathetic, and less frequent, cutting regime 
was introduced. This produced a much healthier situation as 
the flowers now had time to set seed and reproduce in the 
following year and, of course, the Council benefited by being 
able to save money.

In 2010 the Parish Council hired a local Ecologist to carry out 
a survey of plants at selected points on the roundabouts and 
verges. The survey was repeated in 2016 and the good news is 
that, in all areas bar one, plant diversity has increased.

This enhanced biodiversity is good news for all wildlife, 
especially bees and other insects, and appears to represent a 
vindication of the new and more cost-effective cutting regime. 
At a time of wildlife declines this is most encouraging, and both 
the Parish Council and Bradford Council are to be congratulated 
on their supportive approach. 

Blocked Drains
This is one of the many drains in Burley that were blocked and 
probably contributed to the additional surface water in the village. 
After extensive badgering Bradford Council unblocked many of 
the drains but they will fill up again and Bradford do not have 
the money to 
carry out regular 
checks. Anyone 
like to be a gulley 
scout checking 
out the gulleys 
and  warning when 
drains are getting 
blocked so the 
Parish Council can 
chase Bradford 
Council? 

Grange Park was full for the acrobatic fire eaters on 5th July 2014 – 
Lets have more fun on 30th April 2017
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Parish Precept 
2016-17

As the Chair explains on the front page 
of the Newsletter the Parish Council 
have reluctantly agreed an increase to 
the parish precept making an average 

parish precept £48.02 a year. The increase is to keep open and 
maintain services currently being reduced or closed by Bradford 
Council. More details in the April Newsletter!

New Police Constable 
for Burley!

PC Brearley joined West Yorkshire Police in 1997 and has served 
throughout the force area. He brings with him a wealth of 
experience having previously worked as a Crime Manager and as 
a valued Officer on the Divisions proactive Burglary and Robbery 
Teams.

He has worked in the Bingley, Bingley Rural and Shipley areas since 
2010.

Officer Brearley said “ I am looking forward to working in Burley 
and Menston, In taking over from PC Preston I can build on the 
good work carried out by him and I can continue to provide an 
excellent service in those areas”.

PC Brearley was involved in this year’s Dark Nights Campaign, 
encouraging residents to think about crime prevention as the days 
became shorter.

PC 3213 Martin Brearley.
Baildon / Wharfedale, Policing Team, 
Shipley Police Station, Manor Lane, Shipley, BD18 3RJ

2016 was a busy year for Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust 
(BWCT). During the first half of the year work was completed 
on restoring the Fountain of Life area at the bottom of Station 
road and this was officially opened in early May. Funding for this 
project was provided mainly by the Trust but with substantial 
help from other local donors. We would also like to thank all 
the local craftsmen for their help in completing the work. Please 
enjoy using this public facility in the centre of the village.

Our responsibilities for Scalebor Park grounds and pavilion, 
Roundhouse, Corn Mill Pond, Jubilee and Pudding Tree garden 
continued during the year. We also provided the hanging baskets 
and tubs in the summer months and the annual Christmas lights 
(with help from the Parish Council).

This last year we have tried to focus a lot of our efforts on the 
younger age groups in the village. We have continued to work 
closely with Burley Trojans Juniors on the upkeep of the playing 
fields and pavilion at Scalebor. In 2017 we will be jointly funding 
with Burley Cricket Club an all weather cricket wicket at Scalebor 
for use by junior cricketers. Contributions and details of this 
project can be made at: 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/david-cooper-1

We have worked in partnership with Rachael Robinson and Burley 
Parish Council in facilitating the fundraising efforts for the new 

Burley Playground in Grange Park which is now fully funded. As 
a registered village charity our role has been to receive, bank 
and collect gift aid tax from fundraising proceeds and personal 
donations. The Trust has received over £50,000 (including £6,000 
Gift Aid) in total towards the project since January 2016. The 
opening of the new Playground in 2017 is a tremendous effort 
by Rachael and the village.

In 2017 we aim to continue our upkeep of various assets, and run 
events such as the Duck Race and Christmas lights switch on. We 
will continue our cooperation with other village organizations 
and where possible use our charitable status to enhance Burley 
village.

Thank you to all Burley residents who have joined the 
Community Trust since last June. We now have a record number 
of members in the village but there is always room for more. 
Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust is a registered charity 
run by volunteer trustees. Although we have some fund raising 
events most of our funds come from membership subscriptions 
(£12 individual, £18 family, £150 life). 

These can either be completed online at: 
www.burley-in-wharfedale.org/communitytrust 
or by cheque to John Grimshaw, 1 Hopps Barn, Back Lane, 
Burley in Wharfedale LS29 7ED.

Dave Cooper of 
Burley CC and 
Duncan Ault Chair of 
Burley Community
on the site of the new 
all-weather pitch at 
Scalebor which will 
be installed before 
April!

BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE 
COMMUNITY TRUST REVIEW OF 2016

Parish Cllr Janet Souyave (with granddaughter!) and 
Mandy Webb, Bradford Branch Libraries Manger sign a 
Service Level Agreement ensuring Burley Library will 

remain open after 1st April 2017.
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All meetings of Burley Parish Council are open to the public.  
Details of the times and dates of meetings are advertised on the 
notice boards around the village and on the village website.  

Planning meetings are generally held on Monday evenings (see 
notice boards for dates) and meetings of the full parish council 
on the second Thursday of every month.  Meetings of the 
Community and Environment Committee are held every 6-8 
weeks.  Meetings are held in The John Squire Room at Queen’s 
Hall.

At the start of every meeting there is a slot for public 
participation when members of the public may ask questions 
or raise issues with the parish councillors.  Local residents are 
always welcome at meetings either as observers or to ask 
questions or raise issues of concern.   

If you wish to raise an issue with the council between meetings 
then please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council, Ian Orton, 
or any member of the parish council.  The parish council has an 
office in The John Squire Room at Queen’s Hall.  The office is 
open to the public on Wednesday mornings between 9.30am 
and 11.30am when Ian and/or a member of the parish council 
will be available to answer questions.   

To  contact the clerk, Ian Orton: email clerk@burleyparishcouncil.
co.uk or telephone 864728 or 07971 772181 or write to Burley 
Parish Council, Queen’s Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT.

The Parish Council is made up of nine councillors:

John Grimshaw, Chair   07785 256556

Chris Hunt    07885 295421

Chris Hill    862562

Rachael Robinson        07443 603004

Janet Souyave    862096

Niccola Swan    863826

Peter Beaumont    07505 144460

Stuart Bottomley    07776 111688 
Chair Community and Environment Committee

Mike Wild    864339 
Chair of Planning Committee   

How to 
Contact 
the Parish 
Council 

Community Notice Board
This section is for local organisations and community 
groups to provide general notices and updates on 
projects.  Each edition the Parish Council will make 
space available for these notices and if you would like to 
forward information for the next edition please contact 
the clerk (see opposite for details).  Please note that the 
views expressed here are not necessarily those of the 
Parish Council:

Wednesday Morning Surgeries
The Parish Council office in Queens Hall is open every 
Wednesday morning 9.30am to 11.30am; if you have any 
concerns about services provided by the Parish Council please 
pop in and let the Parish Council know!

If you need to contact the Parish Council 
Council Web Site: www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Parish Clerk via: clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

or Tel: 01943 864728

Tweet via: Burley_Matters

Facebook Page: Burley Parish Council

Village Green Working PartyHave you 1-2 hours of spare time on one Saturday morning once a month? Like to get to know people in the village? Need to do some community work for your CV, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award  or other awards? Like some new activity in the open air?
If yes to any of these questions do come along and join our working group. Last Saturday in the month 10am to 12noon Village Green opposite the Malt Shovel. Garden tools and gloves provided!                 

Burley Parish Counil Grants
The Parish Council allocates a number of grants each year to help community groups within the village. The grants are up to £500 and aim to help new and existing groups to provide a wide range of activities. Grants are considered on a regular basis and the forms are available on the website www.burleyparishcouncil. co.uk

Newsletter Distribution 
Do you have an hour or so to spare three or four times a 
year to help distribute the Parish Council Newsletters? A 
bit of exercise, guaranteed fresh air and helping save the 

parish about £1000 a year with distribution! 

If you are interested please contact: 
clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Burley Archives are stored in Burley Library 

and are open to the public every Friday 

afternoon. Would you be able to work a few 

hour a month to help promote the archives? 

If you would like more information please 

contact the clerk on 01943 864728 or 

clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.ok


