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Prospect Road Allotment - Summer At Last!

Elected to represent the residents of Burley-in-Wharfedale, Stead and Burley Woodhead

Introduction

As summer seems to have finally arrived there are lots of things
to be pleased about: the third year of Open Gardens raised over
£600 for the Air Ambulance. The Summer Festival is underway;
the fundraising is going well towards upgrading the Play Area in
Grange Park. The Neighbourhood Plan is at the formal consultation
stage and funding for the Wharfedale Greenway is making some
progress.
Bradford Council have seen Government grants reduced by a third
since 2010 and all Government grants are expected to significantly
reduce or cease over the next three years so the Parish Council are
being asked to find the money to look after services such as public
toilets, parks and open space plus the Queens Hall Round House
and Library. To take on these services will require the parish council
to increase its revenue by significantly increasing the parish precept
currently at £15.88 per band D household (the national average is
£57.40). The up side to this is that we will be able to maintain the
open space and village facilities to a much higher standard than we
have received from Bradford over recent years. Inside the Newsletter
you will find details of these services and the costs with a request
that you let the parish council know what you feel about taking on
these additional services and issues such as should the library stay
where it is, move to a shop or move to a refurbished Queens Hall.
Plus should the Parish Council borrow money to refurbish the library
or sell the library site and use the cash to refurbish and develop the
Queens Hall. The Parish Council would really like your views.
After approaching three years the Neighbourhood Plan is almost

finished and ready for consultation. Inside the Newsletter you will
find a précis of the plan with details of what will be the planning
policies and actions to be carried out by the Parish Council for the
next 15 years. Have a look at the précis and let the Parish Council
know how you feel about Neighbourhood Plan as it affects you.
Bradford Council carried out a consultation exercise into which parts
of the green belt could be used for new housing. The village have
already made it clear that the preferred site for the first development
is Greenholme Mills and that any additional housing requirement
should be dispersed around the village in small developments, The
Parish Council has requested a comprehensive Green Belt review of
all of Bradford District not just the sites that suit developers.
Last summer speeding traffic on Station Road was making life
difficult for Julie the lolly pop lady but support from the Police
seems to have resolved this however several people thought
that Vehicle Activated Signs showing the speed of vehicles in the
village might help slow down some motorists on Main Street. Solar
powered Vehicle Activated Signs cost around £2200 – will a Vehicle
Activated Sign help? What do you think, let us know?
I would like to remind everyone that the parish office in Queens
Hall is open every Wednesday 9:30 to 11:30 if you wish to raise any
items with parish councillors; we are always pleased to discuss any
village issues with you.
John Grimshaw
Chair Burley Parish Council

Most local authorities have lots of complaints about dog pooh. But Burley decided
18 months ago to invest in dog bag dispensers and around 60 bags a day are taken
from the dispensers and partly as a result there are very few complaints
about dog pooh. But there are some, so if anyone would like some
dog bags please call into the Parish Office in the Queens Hall
and we will be pleased to help. Let’s completely
stamp out such anti-social behaviour!
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Asset Transfers – What Do You Think?
Since 2010 Bradford Council has seen its Government
grant reduced by one third and during the next four years

has also seen under investment in building maintenance and the
Parish Council are again carrying out an independent condition
survey to validate Bradford’s estimate of £250,000 for building
repairs.

the grant will be completely removed. As a result Bradford are
engaging in a major asset transfer scheme to reduce costs and
either close services down or pass their management on to Parish
Councils or community groups. Among the services being ‘offered’
to Burley Parish Council are maintenance of open space, the
Queens Hall and the Library.

The average Burley
Parish Council
precept is £15.88
per year (compared
with a national
average of £57.40),

Within Burley people
feel really strongly
about their local
library. Libraries are

which raises just under
£45,000 for the current
financial year. Or put
another way, the table
opposite shows how
the asset transfer costs compare to the current village precept if
no savings were found.

not just about books,
they’ve become social
and community hubs,
where computers and the
internet can be accessed,
and where Burley stores its historical archives. The changes to
library services take place from April 2017. Initially Bradford will
withdraw £18,000 funding for staff and while a further £18,000
running costs will be paid for 2017-18 this will be reviewed on
an annual basis. The Parish Council are already advanced with our
plans to keep a library service running for the next 12 months
with over 50 volunteers willing to spend a few hours a week each
to support the library being open 20 hours a week.

These are significant sums so the Parish Council have
been exploring several options to maintain services and
reduce costs

However the library building has
seen years of under investment,
and Bradford’s own condition survey
suggests there is some £300,000
required to repair and restore the 1974
building to an acceptable standard. The
Parish Council have commissioned its
own building survey to validate this
estimate and determine the size of the
most urgent building repairs.

•

The use of volunteers could cut the library staff costs to
£10,000

•

Library building running costs and maintenance costs could be
eliminated if the service was transferred to the Queen’s Hall.

•

Assets from the sale of the Library site could then be used to
convert the Queen’s Hall into a Community Hub and equip it
with a 21st Century library service plus funding recreational
facilities within the village.

The Options
The Parish Council are seeking your
views on 4 main options facing the
Library and Queens Hall:
A. Borrow £250,000 for the library and
£300,000 for the Queen’s Hall which
would triple the precept. The village would retain the library
site but have annual running costs for both buildings as well
as loan payments. This would eat into money available for
other projects.

The library is not the only asset
that Bradford are keen to transfer
or close. Grange Park, Victoria Park,
the Village Green and the Recreation
Grounds are all being considered for
transfer, and with that will come the maintenance and upkeep of
these areas at an additional cost to the Parish Council of around
£22,000 per year. However our parks are more than the green
lungs within the village and it is essential that they are both
maintained and protected.

B. Sell the library site and rehouse the library in the Queen’s
Hall. Use the money from the sale of the site to improve the
Queen’s Hall. The village loses the library site forever but
is able to turn the Queen’s Hall into a useful and attractive
community hub.
C. Rent a unit in the old Co-op Shop rent around £16000 plus
refit costs.

The Queen’s Hall in the very heart of the village is also
being considered for transfer. After income from rent and

D. Close the library. Bradford council would keep ownership of
the site with no guarantee of passing any money from its sale
to the Parish Council
The Parish Council would really like to know what option you
prefer. Please send your views to the Parish Clerk via:
clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk
or 01943 864728
or facebook.com/burleyparishcouncil
Your views will help the Parish Council
prepare the budget for next year, the parish
really need to know what you think!

room bookings
is taken into
account and
changes to
operational
management
the Queen’s Hall
will cost around
£10,000 a year
to run. But it too
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BURLEY–IN-WHARFEDALE &
DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB
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interested in joining?
Why not ‘try before you buy’
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receive a WARM WELCOME at any meeting without
any obligation to join*
Contact Martin Priest 01943 510489
or Fred McHale 0113 24841078
or visit www.burleyprobusclub.weebly.com
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*Burley Probus is a club for men who have retired from
busy careers and meets alternate Tuesday’s,
10.0am – 12.00, at Salem Church Hall

Burley Methodist Church
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St Georges Day Saturday
22nd April 2017
Many Parish Councils celebrate
St Georges Day with music,
entertainment, food and drink
plus English related events such
as stalls, tug of war, Morris
dancing, hog roast, St George
rescuing a maiden and even
killing a dragon. Saturday 22nd
April 2017 is the next weekend
day closest to both St Georges
Day and Shakespeare’s birthday!
Shall the Parish Council organise a St Georges Day event for the
afternoon of 22nd April next year?
If you think it’s a good idea or want to take part please
contact the clerk onclerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk
PS We will need a St George, a Maiden and a Dragon!!

200th anniversary celebrations of
Burley Methodist Church 12th June 2016
Burley in Wharfedale

Sunday 23rd October
2 – 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Station Road
Please join your Dementia Action Group for Tea and Cake

Grange Park Play Area

During this year Cllr Rachael Robinson and a group of
volunteers have been working like mad to raise £90,000 to
refurbish the Play Area of Grange Park. In addition the Parish
Council have submitted
grant applications and
it looks like it will all
come together in late
September. If so the
contractors will be on
site ready for the late
autumn.

while learning about Dementia from
Dr Elizabeth Anderson, Director of The Memory Tree CIC
“A Deeper Understanding – how we can support people
with dementia in our local community, some of the
challenges we might face and where to find help and advice”
and
Julie Rainer, Team Lead – Information, The Carers’ Resource, Shipley
“The Carers’ Resource - What we do and the support services we offer”
with
Display of helpful memory aids and useful gadgets

But Rachael and team
are always keen for
ideas to raise money for
projects in the village so if you have any ideas please send your
thoughts to clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk and they will be
forwarded to Rachael!

To reserve a place or for more information, please
email dementiafriendlyburley@gmail.com or phone
01943 864424
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How to
Contact
the Parish
Council

Community Notice Board
This section is for local organisations and community
groups to provide general notices and updates on
projects. Each edition the Parish Council will make
space available for these notices and if you would like to
forward information for the next edition please contact
the clerk (see opposite for details). Please note that the
views expressed here are not necessarily those of the
Parish Council:

All meetings of Burley Parish Council are open to the public.
Details of the times and dates of meetings are advertised on the
notice boards around the village and on the village website.
Planning meetings are generally held on Monday evenings (see
notice boards for dates) and meetings of the full parish council
on the second Thursday of every month. Meetings of the
Community and Environment Committee are held every 6-8
weeks. Meetings are held in The John Squire Room at Queen’s
Hall.

Burley Parish Counil Grants

The Parish Council allocates a num
ber of grants each year to
help community groups within the
village. The grants are up
to £500 and aim to help new and
existing groups to provide
a wide range of activities. Grants are
considered on a regular
basis and the forms are available on
the web site
www.burleyparishcouncil. co.uk

At the start of every meeting there is a slot for public
participation when members of the public may ask questions
or raise issues with the parish councillors. Local residents are
always welcome at meetings either as observers or to ask
questions or raise issues of concern.

Menston & Burley in Wharfedale
Bereavement Care

If you wish to raise an issue with the council between meetings
then please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council, Ian Orton,
or any member of the parish council. The parish council has an
office in The John Squire Room at Queen’s Hall. The office is
open to the public on Wednesday mornings between 9.30am
and 11.30am when Ian and/or a member of the parish council
will be available to answer questions.

We are a team of volunteers trained in bereavement care, who
would be happy to speak to you in confidence.
Do please ring St. Mary’s Parish Centre in Burley
01943 864405 Monday-Friday 9.00-12.00
and one of the team will contact you.

To contact the clerk, Ian Orton: email clerk@burleyparishcouncil.
co.uk or telephone 864728 or 07971 772181 or write to Burley
Parish Council, Queen’s Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT.

We will also be holding a Memorial Service to be held on
Sunday 6th November at 3.00pm at St Mary’s Parish Church.
This will be a quiet, contemplative service to remember the
lives of those we love. Everyone will be made welcome.

The Parish Council is made up of nine councillors:
John Grimshaw, Chair			
07785 256556
Chris Hunt				
07885 295421
Chris Hill				
862562
Rachael Robinson			
07443 603004
Janet Souyave				
862096
Niccola Swan				
863826
Peter Beaumont				
07505 144460
Stuart Bottomley				
07776 111688
Chair Community and Environment Committee
Mike Wild				
864339
Chair of Planning Committee		

Open Door 20th Anniversary
on Saturday 10th September
2.00pm-4.30pm

Parish Centre
Please join us in our celebration at the
and a friendly chat,
tea
of
cup
Open Door offers a warm welcome, a
.
year
the
ut
througho
ome - especially new faces
welc
is
yone
Ever

Village Green Working

Party

Have you 1-2 hours of spa
re time on one Saturday
morning once
a month? Like to get to
know people in the village
? Need to do
some community work for
your CV, Duke of Edinbu
rgh’s Award or
other awards? Like some
new activity in the open
air?
If yes to any of these
questions do come alo
ng and join our
working group. Last Sat
urday in the month 10a
m to 12noon
Village Green opposite the
Malt Shovel. Garden too
ls and gloves
provided!				

If you need to contact the Parish Council
Council Web Site: www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Parish Clerk via: clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk
or Tel: 01943 864728
Tweet via: Burley_Matters
Facebook Page: Burley Parish Council

Hire a Marquee

Wednesday Morning Surgeries

ed.
marquee that can be hir
The Parish Council has a
the
t
tac
r details please con
If you would like furthe
ishcouncil.co.uk
par
clerk on clerk@burley

The Parish Council office in Queens Hall is open every
Wednesday morning 9.30am to 11.30am; if you have any
concerns about services provided by the Parish Council please
pop in and let the Parish Council know!
4

