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As of 1st of April 2017 the parish council signed 50 year leases on 38 
different areas in the village and the freehold of the Library building. 
The areas include Grange Park, Burley House Field, the Village Green, 
Victoria Park, the Library, the Round House and Queens Hall as well 
as numerous other areas of open space within the village. 

I am pleased to say that we managed to save the library from 
closure. We have recruited Abigail Skerrey as a part time library 
assistant and with the help of some very positive volunteers, led by 
Cllr’s Niccola Swan and Janet Souyave officially opened the Burley 
Library with a huge party on the first of April. This was attended 
by almost 500 people. There is however a word of caution in that 
we have no commitment from Bradford about any continuing 
support beyond April 2018 so the parish council will be reviewing 
the financial alternatives over the coming months. 

On the 8th of April exhibitions were held by the Parish Council and 
the Save Our Library Building (SOLB) group setting out the various 
alternatives for the location of the library. I am pleased to say that 
a joint meeting has been arranged to review all options and to help 
the parish council decide which options are the best way to progress 
to provide the best and most cost effective solution to where the 
library service is housed in the future.

The Queens Hall now has an online booking service and diary of 
events on the parish web site. It is our objective to substantially 
increase the number of bookings to offset the cost of running the 
building for the benefit of the village. We have already had some 

success with increasing the use of the hall but it remains very lightly 
used during the day and on Sundays. It is an ideal venue for parties 
and group meetings so look on the web site or contact the office 
(01943 864728).

All grass cutting, with the exception of In Communities areas, is 
now done by our contractor and while we have made every effort 
to ensure all areas are listed for cutting, the information from 
BMDC has been difficult to assimilate into one schedule so if we are 
missing an area please let the office know so we can add it to the 
list. We have budgeted for all main areas to be cut approximately 
every 2 weeks during the growing season which is considerably 
more often than Bradford were cutting so I am sure the appearance 
of the village will be significantly improved as the new regime starts 
to take effect.

Last but not least I would like to thank all who helped raise the over 
£100,000 to completely refit the children’s playground in Grange 
Park. Led by Councillor Rachel Robinson and assisted by an army 
of volunteers, The Community Trust who helped claim the Gift Aid 
and the parish council who obtained over £60,000 in grants, the 
playground has been delivered at no cost to the village. The project 
has been delayed slightly due to drainage problems but at the time 
of writing this newsletter the work was almost complete and should 
be open in time for the Tour de Yorkshire day on the 30th of April.

John Grimshaw
Chair Burley Parish Council
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Grange Park Play Area Officially Opens on 
Sunday 30th April 2017!

Introduction

Thursday 11th May 2017 at 6.30pm at Queen’s Hall

The Parish Council is required to hold an annual meeting to 
report on its activities and expenditure during the past year. 
It is also a chance for residents to raise issues with the Parish 
Council and to ask questions of the Parish Councillors. 

Notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING for 
electors of the parish of Burley will be held at Queen’s Hall, 

Main Street, Burley-in-Wharfedale on Thursday 11th May 2017 
at 6.30pm.

This is your chance to question the Parish Council about what 
has happened in 2014-15 and what is planned for next year 
plus an opportunity to see how the village precept has been 
spent last year and will be spent this year.

Cllr John Grimshaw, Chair Burley Parish Council

Annual Meeting of the Parish

Agenda see page 2
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Parish Precept 2016-17
As the Chair explains on the front page of the Newsletter the Parish 
Council have reluctantly agreed an increase to the parish precept 
making an average parish precept £48.02 a year. The reason for 
the increase is the decision by Bradford Council to either reduce 
or close down facilities like the Library or the Queens Hall. The 
Parish Council consulted last August to see if people would pay an 
extra £30 a year to maintain these facilities and ensure the parks 
are maintained. 

There was strong support for the additional increase to protect and 
enhance such services hence the reason to reluctantly go ahead 
with the increase. But how will the extra £90,000 per year increase 
of your money be spent? In broad terms something like this:

Library costs £14,500. Queens Hall 
£35,000. Round House £2,000.

Staffing Costs £18,000 Part time 
Caretaker, Librarian and Admin Co-
ordinator.

Parks Grass Cutting £11,500. Recreation 
Fields Cutting £3,000. Repairs to keep 
things going £5,000.

Open Gardens
Saturday 1st July 2017 is the fourth time Burley participates 
in Open Gardens. Last year the event raised over £1000 for the 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance and it is hoped a similar amount for a 

good local cause can be raised this year. 

If you would like to open your garden from 11am to 4pm on 
Saturday 1st July and contribute to a good cause please contact 

the clerk on

clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk or on 01943 864728

Taking on a lot more responsibility!
Cllr Stuart Bottomly, Mike Wild, Niccola Swan and John Grimshaw 
examine some of the documents linked to taking on the running of 

several services that were once provided by Bradford Council.

Queens Hall Plans 

As you may remember last August’s Newsletter asked for your 
comments about plans for the Queens Hall once the facility had 
been transferred to the Parish Council from Bradford Council. 

The Parish Council have engaged architects to produce some 
visions as to how the building could become a community hub 
and meet more of the needs of the village. These drawings were 
on display on Saturday 8th April and over 350 people attended the 
exhibition and left around 100 comments. 

If you could not make the exhibition some of drawings are now 
on the Parish Council website – www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk – 
please have a look and let the Parish Council know what you think. 
After all the refurbishment of the Queens Hall will cost around 
£500,000 of your money please make sure it is spent wisely! The Memory Tree @ Burley in Wharfedale

An exciting new initiative, supporting people with dementia 
and their families in the local community. Time Together in a 

relaxed, café style setting, fun and friendship for all. 
Time Apart - peer support for carers and activities for people 

with dementia.

Thursday, 18 May at the Parish Centre, 43 Station Road then 
1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, 2.00-4.00pm

For more information 
Email: dementiafriendlyburley@gmail.com or 

tel: Susan Collins on 01943 864424

Burley in Wharfedale Dementia Action Group  
http://burleydementiafriends.weebly.com/

Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Agenda

1. Chair’s Welcome and Introduction
2. Apologies for absence
3. To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 

Thursday 26th May 2016
4. Update from the minutes from 26th  May 2016
5. Report on Burley Parish Council activities and finances for the year 

2016-17 and questions from the floor
6. Future plans and budgets for the forthcoming year 2017-18 

including:
 • Neighbourhood Plan 2015-2031: Update 
 • Wharfedale Greenway Otley to Burley: Update 
 • Queens Hall: Refurbishment
 • Iron Row Forty New Allotments and Multi Use Games Area
7. Open Forum: Your chance to raise any other ideas, concerns and 

issues
8. Any other business
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Burley-in-Wharfedale 
Bowls Club

Burley –in – Wharfedale Bowls Club is looking to encourage 
more villagers into their club. 

The club provides a mixture of social and competitive bowling 
throughout the summer and during the winter members can 
also enjoy some indoor bowling. Bowling can be best described 
as:

‘Not too young to start and not too old to play!’

Interested? Then contract John Wheeler 07944 191480 or 
by email brianwheeler@hotmail.co.uk 

You may also find us on Facebook!!

Queens Hall
The Queens Hall is now managed by the Parish Council and 
is likely to lose around £30,000 in 2017-18 so we do need 
people to make more use of the facility. Prices have been 
reduced and simplified so the Big Hall costs £25 an hour and 
the Small Hall costs £15 an hour with a 20% discount for 
12 bookings or more. Why not consider a booking? Birthday 
party or celebration?

We now have an online booking system just go to the web 
site www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk and click on Queens 
Hall! 

Let’s make the Queens Hall great again!

Burley Library
On Saturday 1st April the Parish Council in partnership with 

Bradford Council took over the running of the service and just 

under 500 people came to a library party!

Abi Skerrey, the newly appointed Senior Library Assistant, and 

over 50 volunteers have ensured the library will be open 25 hours 

a week. The library has seen use decline in the last few years so 

please help get the library back on its feet – there are lots to see 

and do in our library so please pop in. The opening hours are: 

Monday 10.00-5.00 • Tuesday 10.00-5.00 • Wednesday Closed • 

Thursday 1.00-6.00 • Friday 2.00-5.00 • Saturday 10.00-1.00

 

People of all ages enjoying the library party!

The Parish Council have received a grant from The War 
Memorials Trust to clean the Memorial in Grange Park. 
Additional work will be carried out the memorial over 

the next few weeks as part of the refurbishment of the 
memorial and the Round House.

1ST BURLEY-IN-WHARFEDALE 
GUIDES 

ARE CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
OF GUIDING!

Join us for Afternoon Tea 
at the Scout & Guide HQ, 

Peel Place, Burley-in-Wharfedale  LS29 
7JS

Sunday 2nd July 2017
2.00pm - 5.00pm

See displays of photographs 
and memorabilia from the 

last 100 years
Please pass this invitation on to anyone you 
know who has had any connection with 1st 

Burley Guides - they are very welcome to come

RSVP to burleyguides100@hotmail.com
or Contact Sue Vint 01943 864515

PLEASE NOTE there is no Car parking at the HQ



4

All meetings of Burley Parish Council are open to the public.  
Details of the times and dates of meetings are advertised on the 
notice boards around the village and on the village website.  

Planning meetings are generally held on Monday evenings (see 
notice boards for dates) and meetings of the full parish council 
on the second Thursday of every month.  Meetings of the 
Community and Environment Committee are held every 6-8 
weeks.  Meetings are held in The John Squire Room at Queen’s 
Hall.

At the start of every meeting there is a slot for public 
participation when members of the public may ask questions 
or raise issues with the parish councillors.  Local residents are 
always welcome at meetings either as observers or to ask 
questions or raise issues of concern.   

If you wish to raise an issue with the council between meetings 
then please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council, Ian Orton, 
or any member of the parish council.  The parish council has an 
office in The John Squire Room at Queen’s Hall.  The office is 
open to the public on Wednesday mornings between 9.30am 
and 11.30am when Ian and/or a member of the parish council 
will be available to answer questions.   

To  contact the clerk, Ian Orton: email clerk@burleyparishcouncil.
co.uk or telephone 864728 or 07971 772181 or write to Burley 
Parish Council, Queen’s Hall, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7BT.

The Parish Council is made up of nine councillors:

John Grimshaw, Chair   07785 256556

Chris Hunt    07885 295421

Chris Hill    862562

Rachael Robinson        07443 603004

Janet Souyave    862096

Niccola Swan    863826

Peter Beaumont    07505 144460

Stuart Bottomley    07776 111688 
Chair Community and Environment Committee

Mike Wild    864339 
Chair of Planning Committee   

How to 
Contact 
the Parish 
Council 

Community Notice Board
This section is for local organisations and community 
groups to provide general notices and updates on projects.  
Each edition the Parish Council will make space available for 
these notices and if you would like to forward information 
for the next edition please contact the clerk (see opposite for 
details).  Please note that the views expressed here are not 
necessarily those of the Parish Council:

Wednesday Morning Surgeries
The Parish Council office in Queens Hall is open every 
Wednesday morning 9.30am to 11.30am; if you have any 
concerns about services provided by the Parish Council please 
pop in and let the Parish Council know!

If you need to contact the Parish Council 
Council Web Site: www.burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

Parish Clerk via: clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk

or Tel: 01943 864728

Tweet via: Burley_Matters

Facebook Page: Burley Parish Council Friends of Burley House Field 

The Parish Council continues to improve both the bio 

diversity and accessibility of Burley House Field. 

In order to improve the spring colour we are looking 

for any surplus Snowdrops and native English Bluebells. 

If you have any please contact the clerk on 01943 

864728

Open Door Update
Open Door is a community resource in the village and has been 

running for over 20 years. It is staffed by committed volunteers who 
offer refreshments and companionship to anyone who wants to pop 

in for a hot drink and a chat. 

Over the years, the Open Door room at the Parish Centre has 
become tired and dated, so a refreshed new look is planned. We are 
very grateful to the Dey family (owners of Abbeydale care home in 
Ilkley), who are donating chairs and coffee tables. This will make a 
significant difference to the appearance and comfort of the room. 

Ideas for other physical improvements are also currently being 
discussed and considered. Do come in and see us! Refreshments are 

free (donations welcome). 

Opening times are 10-noon and 2-4pm Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and if you are interested in joining our 
friendly team of volunteers, please contact either Jenn Ward 

(Open Door Coordinator)

 Tel: 07970 498477 or Annette Hattersley

Newsletter Distribution 
Do you have an hour or so to spare three or four times a year to help distribute the Parish Council Newsletters? A bit of exercise, guaranteed fresh air and helping save the parish about £1000 a year with distribution! 

If you are interested please contact clerk@burleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Wharfedale Junior Hand Bells

We meet every Sunday 4pm to 5pm in Salem Church. We are 

now registered with the H.R.G.B. (Hand Bell Ringers of Great 

Britain) who have loaned us a set of Hand Bells until we can 

afford to buy our own instruments. The Young People (aged 

8 and over) are from Burley and Menston. They are learning 

quickly, working well as a team and enjoying making music 

together. 

We are supported by Churches Together in Burley and Menston 

as an ecumenical activity. If you would like to join us please 

contact Sylvia Robinson on 01943                


