Burley Matters September 2019
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions, decisions and
news about work underway with our partners in the village.

£1,000,000 investment in Community Facilities

In July the Parish Council announced that a £365,000 investment in the refurbishment
of the Queens Hall was complete. Meanwhile August saw the grand re-opening of
the library following a £150,000 refurbishment programme. Both programmes of work
were made possible by the Parish Council with the support of many volunteers.
In addition, in September the culmination of five years of fundraising sees the
opening of a brand new state of the art Scout and Guide Headquarters, at a cost of
nearly £500,000. The new building which has its official opening on the 28th Sept has
been made possible by the tireless energy of volunteers who have fundraised. There
are more details on the opening later in this newsletter.
This means that Burley-in-Wharfedale residents are celebrating a one million pound
investment that has been made in community facilities in 2019. This huge success

has been made possible entirely by community volunteers who have driven these
projects forward, investing time and money to make this happen. This is a triumph for
the village, for which Burley residents should be rightly proud of their achievements.
These projects will make a long-lasting positive impact upon the lives of many
people in the Burley. With limited resources the Parish Council focus on areas where
we think we can make the biggest positive impact in the village, and these projects
are fine examples of what’s possible with a strong community spirit and the support
of many volunteers and supporters
Fundraising activities continue towards a library wish list of equipment in order to
improve the facilities and equipment there.
Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust, also run by volunteers, is one of several
organisations that have donated funds to both the Library and the Scout and Guide
HQ.

Wharfedale Greenway – progress update

The Parish Council have been in partnership since 2013 with Pool, Menston and Otley
Parish Councils, plus Bradford and Leeds District Councils to develop a Wharfedale
Greenway - a proposed safe walking and cycling path that will link Burley with Otley
and Ilkley with a traffic free route
Phase 1 (Otley to Burley) is at the final stage. The Parish Council have previously
approved the purchase of land towards Menston, and have agreed to purchase
land owned by Otley Golf Club / NatWest Bank. Planning permission has been
submitted (ref 19/00044/MAO) following which Bradford Council has requested a raft
of additional information including an arboricultural report on the trees along the
route, and an Ecological assessment. These should be completed by the end of
September. There had been a number of objections lodged to the planning
application, notably from residents living close to the proposed Greenway. There

have also been concerns from residents along Millstone Close following recent
attempted break-ins. The police report submitted as part of the planning application
considered that resurfacing will make an improvement, and defensive planting of,
for example, hawthorn in various open locations will serve to hinder unwanted
access to properties along the route. This is something which the Parish Council will
address as part of its planting programme and tree policy. Also being considered
for Phase 1 is a possible exit into Burley using the old coal siding land at Burley
Station, and meetings with Network Rail (the owner of the land) are planned.
Collectively, this means that final approval from Bradford will be dealt with by the
Planning Panel, and not at officer level. It is hoped that that a decision can be
made by Bradford in October or November
Phases 2 and 3 relate to Otley to Pool and the link with Menston, but Phase 4 relates
to the Burley to Ilkley route, where Bradford highways are considering the possible
use of a footpath as a cycle lane via a connection with Sun Lane. This is in addition
to discussions regarding linking Sun Lane to Coutance Way via the rail service road
behind Saxon Lodge.

Burley awaits the inspector’s report into Sun Lane

The Parish Council understands that the planning inspector’s report into the
proposed development by CEG at Sun Lane has been submitted to the Secretary of
State.
We had hoped to hear what recommendations are being made, but instead we
need to wait for the decision which should be made by mid-October

News from Your Library

Monday 19th August saw the largest number of visitors that Burley Library has ever
had (571). This was primarily due to the Burley Festival Teddy Bears’ Picnic which,
thanks to the weather co-operating for the most part, was held outside in the park.
Bookstart Bear was a big hit and made two appearances, the second by popular
demand inside the library.
This followed the Grand Official Reopening on Saturday 17th August. Over 300
attended and were entertained by Wharfedale Valley Voices Choir and Story Bees.
£850 was raised by the raffle towards the library Wish List. Thanks go to all who
supported this, especially to Stephen Smith’s Garden Centre who provided the
prizes.
Two legal experts will be coming to Burley Library from Gordons Solicitors in Leeds on
Friday 27th September at 2 pm. They will be giving a presentation on the topic “Wills
and Powers of Attorney – When do I need them?” This will be followed by a question
and answer session. This event is free of charge with no obligation and all are
welcome. There is a Wharfedale District Councillors’ Surgery on Saturday 21st
September from 10.30 am and 11.30 am and a number of police drop-in sessions in
September and October. See www.burleylibrary.org for details.
For the younger ones there is National Poetry Day on Thursday 3rd October with
special guest Sue Dyde from Shout Drama! performing a story time and silly rhymes
based around the book “Sometimes I feel Sunny” by Gillian Shields. This event
replaces Tiny Rhymers and runs from 1.30 pm to 2.30 pm. All pre-schoolers are
welcome.
It’s Libraries Week between Monday 7th and Saturday 12th October. There are no
additional activities planned (except for a closed doors visit to the library and

archives from the local Mothers Union on Wednesday 9th October) but there is
always lots going on in the library so come along and support these activities. See
http://www.burleylibrary.org/regular-activities.html for details of the library’s regular
activities. Then on Tuesday 15th October at 1.45 pm there will be a special visit from
the “50 things to do before you’re five in Bradford” Initiative. Again, this is suitable for
all pre-schoolers.
Finally, on Tuesday 22nd October Story Bees will be presenting, not one, but two,
special events in support of the Family Learning Festival. The theme is “Around the
World” and Maddie will have activities at 1.45 pm and then again after school
around 3.30 pm.
Last, but not least, the library is having another volunteer recruitment drive. If you
would be interested in volunteering, please get in touch with the library by email at
burleylibrary@gmail.com, by phone or in person. Please could you leave details of
your name, email address and availability. See page
http://www.burleylibrary.org/how-you-can-help.html for information on shift times.
You only need to commit to one or two shifts per month.

Community Police Officer drop in sessions

Paul Attwood is our Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) from the Shipley
Neighbourhood Policing Team. He has been a PCSO for over 15 years and took over
here about 18 months ago. His role in the village includes him dealing with such
things as anti-social behaviour, offering advice to crime prevention, and gathering
intelligence from the community
Paul has agreed to run a number of police drop in sessions for residents at the library
on the following dates:
SEPTEMBER
Monday 23rd 1130 - 1230
OCTOBER
Monday 14th 1130 - 1230

Tuesday 22nd 1130 -1230
NOVEMBER
Monday 4th 1130 - 1230
Tuesday 12th 1130 - 1230
Monday 25th 1130 - 1230
Residents will appreciate that these dates and times are subject to change or
cancellation if he finds himself committed to a higher priority operational activity in
the area

Official opening of the new Scout and Guide HQ

In September the culmination of five years of fundraising sees the opening of a
brand new state of the art Scout and Guide Headquarters at a cost of nearly
£500,000.
Scouting and Guiding have been going on in the village for over 100 years. Indeed it
was back in 1968 when the Scout and Guide headquarters was erected in Peel
Place. At that time there were around 2,800 residents in Burley. Today Burley has a
population of over 8,000, yet the former Scout & Guide hut had remained
substantially unchanged. Over 350 young people currently attend Scout and Guide
activities each week, but given the increased population there are also some 100 on
the waiting list.
The new Headquarters has been built on the same site as the old building but the
size and layout better reflects current requirements for modern day Scouting and
Guiding, and its rooms will allow different meetings to be held concurrently. The new
building has 2 large meeting rooms, and each meeting room has its own kitchen
space, and its own breakout space. This makes for a great new facility for running

Scouting and Guiding training programmes which encourage village youngsters to
develop into responsible citizens
The new Headquarters sees its official HQ opening on 28th Sept and the Group
would like to celebrate the opening with everyone in Burley who has been so
generous with donations & fundraising. The Headquarters will be open from 3.30pm
to 6pm & for anyone to come & look round. There will be tea & cakes! Parking is
limited so walking is advised.
The Group are very grateful to everyone who has supported them and are still
fundraising to finish the final landscaping activities

West Yorkshire Police Community Alert

Ten-thousand people, have now signed up to receive crime prevention advice,
investigation updates and appeals for information from West Yorkshire Police’s new
Community Alert system. The system, launched on 1st May, allows residents to
receive local policing updates and information on positive work being carried out
by officers via email.
So far residents have been sent a number of alerts providing updates on policing
matters in the Burley area. Most recently this has included reports of a small number
of vehicle thefts recently whereby number plates have been stolen. If they are stolen
from your vehicle the advice is to report the theft to the police immediately. It is likely
they will have been stolen to clone your vehicle. Stolen number plates are used to
sell stolen cars, disguise cars used in a criminal activity, such as a robbery or theft of
fuel from a service station and evade fines for speeding and other offences and
congestion charges. Failure to report the matter to the police may lead to you
receiving countless traffic offence penalties and charges and it will be down to you
to prove yourself innocent of the charges brought against you

Do you know anyone else who may benefit from signing up? Why not mention it to
them so they can also receive regular updates too. Signing up is simple and can be
done through the following link https://www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk
Did you know you can contact the Police Contact Management Centre (in a nonemergency) by using the’101 Live Chat’ system, for times when it may not be
convenient to call. Save time, do it on line.
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/101LiveChat
Please note this service is not for emergency use. In an emergency always call 999.
Note the 101 Live Chat system is not a 24/7 service, and is only available when the
Contact Management Centre agents are available to handle a chat session. If
operators are not available, the site will show that 101 Live Chat is off line. In this
event, please call 101 a non emergency, or use the online reporting forms

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

Former Councillor Jackie Whiteley has stepped down from her position as a Parish
Councillor. The Parish Council would like to thank Jackie for all the work she has
done to date and wish her well for the future. In her dual role dual role as district and
Parish Councillor, Jackie has developed a close relationship between the two
organisations which has been to Burley’s advantage. Jackie will continue on in her
role as a District Councillor

The resulting vacancy has been advertised by Bradford electoral services
and also on the Parish Council web site. No one has come forward so an
election is not required, which leaves the Parish Council the option of coopting a person to fill the vacancy. While there is no immediate time frame in
which the Parish Council needs to fill the position, it does not contribute to
effective and efficient working of the council if there are insufficient
councillors to share the workload equitably. Indeed, the Parish Council need
to provide a broad cross-section of skills and interests and also ensure that
meeting quorums can be met without difficulty, given that some absence is
unavoidable at times.
The Parish Council will therefore be announcing a vacancy to be filled through cooption. In the first instance, anyone interested should contact the Chairman Mike
Wild to explore the role in more detail. Contact details for all Parish Councillors are
on the web site

Bradford’s Core Strategy Partial Review

In light of changes to national planning policy and local strategies since the
Bradford plan was adopted, Bradford Council have started consultation on the
scope of a formal review.
Bradford’s Core Strategy Partial Review (CSPR) is almost complete and the Parish
Council will be submitting their response shortly.
Once this consultation is completed, the plan is likely to go forward to a further
round of statutory consultation in June/July 2020 prior to formal submission to the
Secretary of State for public examination. The public examination and any

modifications and subsequent additional consultation on the plan are likely to mean
that formal adoption is unlikely before early 2022.
One of the topics discussed at the CSPR by housing developer consultants was a
suggestion that “new housing brings new jobs into the district” and therefore that
more houses need to be built. Their implication was that if housing comes first, jobs
will follow, within the same council district. The statement was not substantiated by
supporting evidence, so the Parish Council would like to ask Burley residents who live
in new homes built post 1995 – mainly Long Meadows estate, Wellfield Lane estate
and Scaleboro Park – to respond to a Facebook poll to validate this claim.
https://www.facebook.com/burleyparishcouncil
No personal data will be collected, we simply wish to understand where you are
employed.


If your home was built after 1995 could you indicate your place of work?
a) My place of work is within the Bradford district (Bradford, Bingley, Keighley,
Shipley, Menston, Ilkley areas)
b) I work elsewhere

One response for each working member a household is all that’s required.

Burley Local History & Archive Group

Can you help build up the history of your home village? What do you know about its
history? Burley Local History & Archive Group has a wide range of information in its
Archive Room at Burley Library and you are free to drop in if you are seeking
information on your family or any aspect of village life.
You are also welcome to help preserve the village's history by bringing in
photographs or documents which can be copied and returned or donated. Drop in
sessions are Friday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. Volunteers also work on the archive on a

Tuesday afternoon and would welcome help.
The Group have over a 1,000 years of history to work on from Saxon times to the
present day. If you are seeking information or have information on Burley, Burley
Woodhead, Stead or Greenholme then call in. Information request forms are
available at the Library reception desk.

Lights in under pass along Iron Row

Some residents will be aware that lights in the underpass off Iron Row have been
vandalised and have been out of action for some time. The cost of the
replacements is over £5,000, but Bradford Council has agreed to replace them and
the Parish Council is awaiting word on an expected installation date. The new lights
will be LED low energy, will last longer and with new protective covers will better
withstand future deliberate vandalism.

Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on
the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm.
Community and Environment Committee meetings
take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm
and Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday
evenings at 7.30pm or when Community and
Environment Committee ends.

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance Committee are held quarterly.
Details are all on the parish website.
Residents are welcome to attend any of these meetings and hear how these and
other matters are being progressed.
In addition, each Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish Office is open for anyone who
wants to drop in and discuss a matter of concern or find out more about a point of
interest.
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