
 

Burley Matters June 2019  
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions, decisions and 

news about work underway with our partners in the village.  

 

Sun Lane Development – Planning Inspection 

 
 

The Sun Lane Inquiry which was originally scheduled to be held at City Hall Bradford 

was finally held at the Queens Hall last month. This change of location was made 

possible following a petition which was signed by over 2,700 Burley residents.  

The inquiry was well attended throughout its duration, with many members of the 

Burley community managing to spend some time listening to some of the debates. 

The government appointed inspector (David Wildsmith) granted the Burley 

Objectors Group permission to question both CEG (the developer) and Bradford 

Council. The whole process including questioning took was conducted over three 

days and the process was well practiced with meticulous attention to detail 

throughout. 



The Burley Objectors Group’s speakers expressed their views and were subject to 

cross examination. Key topics included: ecology, exceptional circumstances, 

transport, education, green belt and brown field, archaeology, objective 

assessment of needs, population, employment, earnings, house pricing and 

demographics. 

Part of the inquiry also included a visit to the Sun Lane site, the nature reserve, as well 

as a walk around Burley. The inspector didn’t want to hear any new evidence during 

this site visit and was accompanied by a member of Burley Objectors Group, 

Bradford Council and expert consultants for CEG. What became quite clear was 

that the Planning Inspector had previously visited Burley over previous weekends 

and weekdays. He was acutely aware of traffic, parking and transport issues. He had 

driven in rush hours and had visited Burley’s surrounding areas. 

From all the debate, there are two topics that merit highlighting at this stage: 

1) The school 

Bradford Council cannot provide a guarantee that a school will be delivered at Sun 

Lane.  

In addition, Ilkley Grammar School have no further room to expand, so an additional 

2,400 homes planned between Addingham and Menston will quickly fill the finite 

number of places created at IGS.  

2) Affordable homes 

Regardless of which side of the Sun Lane debate you stand, there’s one thing that 

everyone anticipates will happen – affordable homes will be delivered. However 

CEG do not agree with the Bradford Core Strategy and our Neighbourhood Plan 

policy which seeks to deliver up to 150 affordable homes in the village. If affordable 

housing fails to sell within a prescribed period, CEG would commute the “affordable 

percentage” of the house price to Bradford Council, and then Bradford Council 

could then use this to build affordable homes anywhere within the Bradford District. 

By way of example, a £280,000 home could be made affordable with an £80,000 

discount. If the house didn’t sell, the house would be sold at full price and the 

£80,000 would be commuted to Bradford Council to build affordable homes 

wherever in the Bradford district they are most needed. This approach is acceptable 

to the secretary of state. 

Next Steps 

The Inspector’s report is due to be submitted to the Secretary of State on or 

before 2nd  August, after which the case rests with the Secretary of State for 

a decision (no time limit specified) 



Full details and supporting documentation will appear on the Parish Council website 

in due course 

 

 

Refurbishment Update 

 

 

Queens Hall 

Although the large hall is now back in use, the final completion date of the Queens 

Hall is the end of June. The new rear extension is well advanced, roofing work is 

progressing and after a small delay, the window frames are now being fitted 

Library 

The library is now open and while there is still some snagging to be done, this can be 

carried out without affecting existing services   

Roundhouse 

Work on the Roundhouse is all but complete. There is still some remedial work to be 

done, but the bulk of the work has been completed. 

 

 

 

 



 

News from your Library 

 

The library is open!! It reopened to the public on Monday 3rd June after a manic two 

week period of unpacking, cleaning and shelving.  

The library team wishes to give their thanks and appreciation to the many volunteers 

who helped in this work - some of them almost full time! Thanks also go to Maddie 

Coelho for the mural she designed and painted in the children's area. Also thanks to 

Richard Bunce, Ian Middleton and David Bond who allowed us to use their work on 

the graphic end panels of the new shelving. Thanks must also go to Janet for her 

flapjack and David for his "Happy Renewal" Library Cake - the recipe for which is on 

the Love Burley Library! Facebook page. 

The library had a very busy opening week with lots of residents coming to take a look 

at the newly refurbished library, helped along by the local schools still being on 

holiday. There are still some outstanding works to be completed and unpacking, but 

please be reassured that full service has resumed.   

Relaunch week coincided with Bookstart Week with lots of giveaways at Tuneful 

Tuesdays and Tiny Rhymers. Chess Club on Monday and Tuesday afternoons and 

Knitting Group at 4 pm on Thursday afternoons have restarted and there are a 

number of Police Drop-in sessions and Wharfedale District Councillor surgeries 

planned. Please see the library website www.burleylibrary.org for full details.  

Burley Summer Festival volunteers will be selling tickets and taking bookings from 

Saturday 20th July until Monday 12th August on Saturdays from 10 am to 12 noon and 

Monday afternoons from 2 pm to 4 pm. These sessions are the only opportunity to 

http://www.burleylibrary.org/


get tickets in person until Saturday 17th August when all sales move to the 

Roundhouse which will be open every day during the Festival. 

The ever popular Summer Reading Challenge launches for 4 to 12 year olds on 

Saturday 13th July. Children have all of the Summer Holidays to complete the 

challenge. This year's theme is Space Chase and there are lots of complementary 

events. 

Finally, a Grand "Official Reopening" is planned for the Saturday morning of 17th  

August.  Watch this space for more details ... 

 

CAA's decision to refuse Leeds Bradford Airspace Change Proposal 

 
 

Residents may recall that Leeds Bradford Airport issued a consultation document on 

the Airspace Change Programme to comply with nationwide changes to increase 

the number of aircraft that can be safely accommodated in UK airspace.   

 

In their November 2017 response to the airport's consultation document, the Parish 

Council was critical of the then proposed departure route.  While the airport issued a 

revised proposal which, while still not following the Noise Preferential Route, did not 

significantly lessen the sharpness of the left turn and so reduce the noise from the 

engines as they turn away from Burley. 

 

The airport’s final proposal went to the Civil Aviation Authority in December 2018. The 

have now informed Leeds Bradford Airport that it has decided to refuse its airspace 

change proposal (ACP). You are able to view the document explaining the decision 

here: www.caa.co.uk/cap1805.  

  

http://www.caa.co.uk/cap1805


When considering proposals to change the design of UK airspace, the CAA decides 

whether or not the ‘Change Sponsor’ (in this case Leeds Bradford Airport) has 

consulted on its ACP properly. In this instance, the CAA has concluded that Leeds 

Bradford Airport’s consultation failed to meet its consultation requirements in the 

following ways: 

  

 The justifications for the changes were presented ambiguously and were 

difficult to comprehend. 

 The Operators and Owners of all classes of aircraft who participated in the 

consultation did not have their concerns, which were raised in the 

consultation process, conscientiously considered and mitigated adequately. 

 Consultations should be informative and provide enough information for 

those participating to understand the issues. The diagrams presented in some 

of the submitted documents do not accurately portray the impact of the 

change to the communities involved. 

 

 

 

Well Wharfedale Volunteer Trustees required 

 
 
 

The NHS within Bradford has established Well Wharfedale to explore how health and 

wellbeing can be looked at differently. The focus is on what keeps people well and 

what are the barriers to staying well. Wellness is more than just health; it’s not “what’s 

the matter with you?” but “what matters to you?” This could be a purpose in life, a 

decent home or strong relationships – for each of us it will be different.  

 

The ambition of Well Wharfedale is to identify the assets that already exist and act as 

an umbrella to connect local people and groups to build on what’s strong to 

address what’s wrong. 

  



If you’re passionate about the wellbeing of Wharfedale and you’re able to 

contribute some of your time to being a trustee of Well Wharfedale then please get 

in touch.  

 

The role of the trustee  

The group are looking for people of all ages and backgrounds to be involved so 

whether you’ve recently retired, would like to do something as part of your school 

work experience or have some free time and would like to use it in making a 

difference within your local community then the role of trustee for Well Wharfedale 

could be what you’re looking for.  

 

The trustees will be required to take a lead in setting up Well Wharfedale as a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Initially duties will include completing the 

registration process to become a CIO along with other administrative tasks such as 

organising meetings, setting up a bank account and sharing the progress with wider 

stakeholders.  

 

Once Well Wharfedale has registered as a CIO it will then be the role of the trustees 

to raise awareness within the community, connect with other volunteer groups and 

act as a link to provide a more co-ordinated approach to wellbeing within 

Wharfedale. Ideally the group would like at least one trustee from each of the areas 

within Wharfedale – Ilkley, Addingham, Burley-in-Wharfedale and Silsden. Having an 

oversight of all the great things going on within each area will enable them to share 

skills and knowledge, create a volunteer bank for small community tasks such as 

buddies & transport drivers, connect different volunteer groups with each other and 

provide easy access to new funding initiatives.  

 

If you’d like to register your interest to become a Well Wharfedale trustee then 

please contact:  Lisa Oldfield (Lisa.oldfield@awcccg.nhs.uk ) on  01274 237663  

Once the group have received enough expressions of interest they will hold a 

briefing session to provide further information.  

 

  



 

 

Public Space Protection Order to prevent lighting of fires and 

barbecues on moorland sites within Bradford District 
 

 
 
 

The recent moorland fires on Ilkley Moor have prompted Bradford District Council to 

look at additional measures to prevent further outbreaks as a result of negligent 

behaviour involving camp fires and portable barbecues.  These have proven to be 

the cause of recent fires this year and in previous years. 

The recent fire at Ilkley Moor was particularly costly in terms of resources deployed 

by the West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service, the Council, West Yorkshire Police and 

other agencies, not to mention the environmental damage and risk to property.  

BDMC have been looking at ways in which they can reduce the amount and 

impacts of such incidents in the District for some time.  As part of this approach and 

in line with neighbouring authorities, BDMC took a report to Regulatory and Appeals 

Committee on Monday 20th May, requesting that approval be given to start a 

consultation and then introduce a Public Space Protection Order to prohibit fires 

and barbecues on certain sites in the Bradford District.  This approval was given.  The 

consultation is required by the regulations (Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing 

Act 2014, Section 59) and must last for a minimum period of 4 weeks.  The 

consultation is available via the Council’s Consultations web page 

(www.bradford.gov.uk/consultations) 

 

The geographic extent of the “restricted areas” defined in the Order is all publicly 

accessible moorland within the District. This includes both Council owned and 

privately owned land, where people have a right of access.  The landowners 

affected have been consulted and are supportive. The Order will last for 3 years 

from June 2019 to June 2022 and then will be reviewed. 

Its effect will be to prohibit fires, barbecues, Chinese lanterns and fireworks or using 

any article which causes a naked flame and which poses a risk of fire on the 

http://www.bradford.gov.uk/consultations


affected land, subject to a fixed penalty notice and a fine not exceeding £100 if 

they do not comply with a request to extinguish and surrender such articles.  The 

Order will be enforced by authorised Council staff and police (in some 

circumstances). The Order does not include Council owned parks and woodlands as 

these are already covered by byelaws and the evidence of risk and incidents 

(which must inform the Order) is lower on those sites than on moorland. 

 

If you would like any further information on this, please contact Danny Jackson, 

Countryside and Rights of Way Manager (tel: 01274 431230) 

(danny.jackson@bradford.gov.uk) 

 

 

Men’s Shed Project 
 

 

 

 

The Men’s Shed Project (https://menssheds.org.uk/) is a community spaces for men 

to connect, converse and create. The activities are often similar to those of garden 

sheds, but for groups of men to enjoy together. They help reduce loneliness and 

isolation, but most importantly, they’re fun 

 

For a long time research has shown the negative impact of loneliness and isolation 

on a person’s health and wellbeing. Surveys from mental health charities are finding 

that millions of people report feeling lonely on a daily basis. 

 

Men typically find it more difficult to build social connections than women, and 

unlike women of a similar age, less older men have networks of friends and rarely 

share personal concerns about health and personal worries. It is not the case for all 

men, but for some, when retirement comes, it can feel like personal identity and 

purpose is lost. Men’s Sheds can change all of that. 

 

Sheds are about meeting like-minded people and having someone to share your 

worries with. They are about having fun, sharing skills and knowledge with like-

mailto:danny.jackson@bradford.gov.uk
https://menssheds.org.uk/


minded people and gaining a renewed sense of purpose and belonging. As a by-

product of all of that they reduce isolation and feelings of loneliness, they allow men 

to deal with mental health challenges more easily and remain independent, they 

rebuild communities and in many cases, they save men’s lives. 

 

There are early plans under discussion to set up such an organisation in the village. 

With the support of the Community Trust, the churches and the Parish Council, the 

Community First Yorkshire are looking to develop a core group interested in 

progressing the idea. The organisation would be a community group in their own 

right 

 

If this sounds like the sort of thing you might be interested in helping set up, watch 

out for the first meeting in the library in September 

 

 

 

Do your trees or hedge overhang a footpath?  

 
 

Now that vegetation is in full growth, do your trees or hedges overhang a public 

right of way? 

 

There are several footpaths throughout the village that have overhanging trees or 

hedges, making it difficult for some people to get past with buggies or wheelchairs. 

Please be considerate of others who may not be as able and who may struggle to 

get past. 

 

Bradford Council has a statutory power to keep rights of way clear. If they incur a 

cost in doing so, they will pass it on! 

  



 

 

Iron Row Allotments and Sports Area 

 

 

 

 

Last November the Parish Council requested authority from Bradford Council to 

commence work on changes to land to the West of Iron Row. Following objections 

to the now withdrawn proposal to create the MUGA, Bradford Council wished to 

ensure that the proposed allotments were what the village really wanted, so the 

Parish Council invited residents to comment on the proposal to create 21 allotments 

and a 9-a-side football pitch. 

 

Most of those on the allotment waiting list chose not to comment, and the general 

consensus of those residents responding to the Parish Council was that the area in 

question was designated as open recreational space allocated to the village when 

the bypass was built. As such it should be properly drained and used recreation 

activities including junior football. Further contact is being made with the Highways 

Authority who originally agreed to drain the land when the bypass was built 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Anti Social Behaviour 

 

 

 
 

Over the past few months there have been several incidents of anti social behaviour 

in the village. This includes vandalism near the cricket pavilion, picnic table burnt out 

at Burley House Field, axes stolen and used on the bridge in Burley House Field and in 

the woods at Scalebor Park, windows broken in the Methodist Church and a park 

bench (recently renovated) vandalised down Leather Bank. There have also been 

several incidents with damage to property and cars.There is also drug taking and 

some dealing taking place in certain, mainly discreet locations in and around the 

village.  

 

One of our Councillors recently witnessed both the vandalism damage and smoking 

of cannabis on a short walk to the River Wharfe and has notified the police. They are 

aware of the problem but have limited resources to deal with this issue. 

 

Part of this anti social attitude may be due to the lack of facilities for some young 

people in Burley. The Parish Council and the Community Trust, in conjunction with 

Bradford Council Youth Services are trying to set up a Youth provision in the village to 

try and improve this situation and it is hoped to launch this scheme in the Autumn. 

However we would like to impress on parents that it is their responsibility to ensure 

that their children are not part of this anti social minority. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

Launch of Plastic Free Burley and Refill Burley 

 

 
 

Plastic Free Burley and Refill Burley will be launching their activities at a Minimal 

Waste Market on Sunday 23rd June, 11 am til 2 pm at The Grange carpark 

 

Plastic Free Burley is a group of local residents aiming to achieve plastic free 

community status for the village working with local businesses, schools and 

community groups. Refill (refill.org.uk) is an award-winning campaign designed to 

help you reduce your plastic pollution by making it easy to refill your reusable water 

bottle instead of buying a single-use plastic one. 

 

Six businesses in the village have already signed up to the free app and are 

displaying window stickers to welcome in passers-by. These are The Red Lion Pub, 

The Burley Library, The Wharfedale Deli, Burley Barbers, The Generous Pioneer and 

Waste Not. 

 

There will be lots of stalls at the event including artisan bread and pastries, 

Indonesian street food, vintage homeware, homemade soap and much more. The 

Waste Not Minimal Waste Shop will also be open. Come and shop packaging / 

plastic free. Bring your own containers  

 

If you'd like to get involved, please email plasticfreeburley@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

Future diary dates: community litter picks: 

Sunday 23rd June 2:30 pm meet at the river after the duck race 

Sunday 23rd June 3 pm meet at the Green by the fountain 

Sunday 18th August 4 pm meet at the Plastic Free Burley stall in Grange Park 

(All litter picking equipment will be provided) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:plasticfreeburley@gmail.com


 

 

Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on 

the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Community and Environment Committee meetings 

take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm 

and Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday 

evenings at 7.30pm or when Community and 

Environment Committee ends.  

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance 

Committee are held quarterly. Details are all on the 

parish website.  

Residents are welcome to attend any of these 

meetings and hear how these and other matters 

are being progressed.  

In addition, each Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish 

Office is open for anyone who wants to drop in and discuss a matter of concern or 

find out more about a point of interest. 
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