
 

Burley Matters July 2019  
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions, decisions and 

news about work underway with our partners in the village.  

 

 

Refurbishment Complete! 

…and under budget 

 

The Parish Council are delighted to announce that the refurbishment work on the 

Queens Hall and Library is complete, and both buildings are now back in use. There 

are a few minor snagging items which are being worked through, but in the 

meantime residents are now free to make use of all the facilities available at both 

buildings. 

Key improvements include: 

Queens Hall 

- Full replacement of windows throughout 

- Creation of a new extension to the rear for public use 

- New public toilet created to replace the broken facilities near Grange 

Hall 

- Full enclosed kitchen area created  



- Full redecoration throughout 

- Energy efficient lighting has been installed throughout  

- Refurbished toilet facilities  

- Improvements to the entrance 

Library 

- Full replacement of windows throughout 

- New roof covering 

- Full decoration 

- Improved public access WC 

- New shelving, which can be moved to allow the space to be more 

flexible for community use  

- New children’s area 

Residents will be pleased to hear that the refurbishment work has been completed 

within budget. The Parish Council were faced with a difficult decision in trying to 

balance the need to hold the recent Sun Lane Planning Inquiry at the Queens Hall, 

against the additional expenditure this would incur while building work was 

suspended. In the event, the Parish Council incurred an additional cost of around 

£7,000 in order to suspend building work and allow the Planning Inquiry to go ahead 

in the village (Note #1 refers in the table of costs below). The Parish Council are 

grateful for the financial contribution from the action group opposing the 

development on Sun Lane which has helped cover part of this cost 

Library Budget £150,000  Queens Hall Budget £365,000 

Library actual expenditure £142,105 

 

 Queens Hall actual 

expenditure 

£353,357 

   Less additional cost to host 

the planning  inquiry (#1) 

£7,000 

   Queens Hall refurbishment 

costs 

£346,347 

Net under spend £7,895 (5%)  Net under spend  £18,643 (5%) 

As a result, both buildings have been refurbished for less than the originally planned 

and residents can make use of improved facilities in the village. The Parish Council 

would like to thank members of the Refurbishment Group who helped guide the 

refurbishment process  

The Parish Council are able to claim the VAT back on the refurbishment work, 

however that VAT does need to be applied to booking charges going forward. 

Currently the Parish Council has been absorbing the cost of VAT hirers, but from 

September, charges for the Queens Hall and Library will rise in order to cover VAT. 

 

 



News from your Library 

The library is bursting at the seams with activities this Summer. The biggest date in the 

library's diary is Saturday 17th August, which is also the start of the Burley Summer 

Festival. That morning, from 10 am to 1 pm, the library will be holding a Grand 

"Official Reopening" Celebration, to which everyone is invited. Wharfedale Valley 

Voices Choir will be performing at 11 am. Maddie will be keeping the younger 

audience entertained with a story and craft, and there will be refreshments and 

cakes (cake donations gratefully received). This is a big weekend for the library as it 

is also being used for the Health and Wellbeing Event on Sunday 18th August. The 

library will not be open for book borrowing that day though. Then on Monday 19th  

August it's the annual Teddy Bears' Picnic from 11 am to 1 pm in the park (weather 

permitting), or in the library (weather not permitting). There will be rhymes, stories, 

crafts, face painting, balloon modelling and a visit from Bookstart Bear. Please bring 

your own picnic and bear for company. Also as part of Festival Week, Tuesday 20th  



August brings a Board Games Challenge to the library from 2.30 pm to 5 pm, then on 

Wednesday 21st August (library closed) there will be the talk "The Fast-changing 

World of Communication" from 2 pm to 4 pm. This event is free but booking is 

required through Burley Summer Festival. Burley Library will also be on the Heroes and 

Villains Scarecrow Trail and its entry will be ... Buzz Lightyear. 

Before all that, the Summer Reading Challenge for 4 to 12 year olds has already 

launched and is heading "to infinity and beyond!". This year's theme is Space Chase 

to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the lunar landings. There are activities 

during the school holidays every Monday except Bank Holiday Monday. These 

include a treasure hunt, space quiz, space ship building/painting and a comic art 

workshop. Finally, on Tuesday 27th August there is a children's author visit. For more 

details of these events see the picture associated with this article. The Summer 

Reading Challenge doesn't end until Saturday 14th September this year so there is 

plenty of time to complete by visiting the library 3 times and reading 6 books. 

Finally, congratulations are in order for Maddie. For the second consecutive year she 

has won an award at Bradford Libraries' Rhyme Challenge Awards. "Well done 

Maddie!" 

 

 

Bowling Club Plans for a New Pavilion 

 
 

Having made improvements to the Grange Park bowling green, the Bowing Club 

are keen to replace the pavilion in the park, which is restricted in terms of size 

and facilities, and is in a poor state of repair. The Club has approximately 70 



members but is keen to expand membership and provide more of a social 

facility for residents to enjoy, as well as a year round facility for the benefit of 

other small groups to meet. Over the past couple of years the Club has 

encouraged groups from across the village to enjoy the sport of Crown Green 

bowls, including both Primary Schools, Beavers and more recently the Dementia 

Awareness.  

 

The Club feels that it has much more to offer the village if they were able to 

replace the pavilion with an enlarged facility including toilets and kitchen 

facilities. Plans have been drawn up for an enlarged facility and these have 

been costed at £85,000.  

 

The Club has made a successful application to Sports England who was positive 

about the project and agreed to fund 50% of the cost. The main condition is that 

the remaining balance should be in place by September 2019. The Club has 

made significant progress in funding the difference and now has a £10,000 

shortfall to address for which they have approached the Parish Council and 

Burley Community Trust 

 

The Parish Council welcomes these plans for improvements and has offered an 

interest free unsecured loan of £4,500 – plus a grant of £500. The Club are now 

considering how this might be serviced before accepting the offer. 

 

 

 

West Yorkshire Police Community Alert 

 
 
 

A new community alert system has been launched in West Yorkshire to keep 

residents informed of crime in their area and the positive work being carried out 

by police. West Yorkshire Community Alert will allow residents to keep up to date 

with local police updates. Registration is free and residents can choose to 

receive news and appeals, local crime information and crime prevention advice 

via email or text message. 

 

Alerts can include: ‘Be aware, scam emails circulating suggesting your TV licence 

needs renewed’, or ‘officers are investigating a burglary in your area – check 

doors and windows are locked and keep valuables out of view’. 



It is especially useful for members of the public who aren’t on social media, and 

will allow them to be updated directly via email or text. The updates will be 

targeted and based on the preferences of each individual. The information will 

be based on your postcode, your preferences and what is relevant to your 

interests. 

 

Residents can sign up for local updates from their neighbourhood policing team 

or neighbourhood watch contacts, or join a number of specialised community 

interest groups such as business watch, wildlife crime, motorists and crime 

prevention. 

 

More details can be found here: https://www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

Wharfedale Greenway - Update 
 

 
 
 

The Parish Council has again written to Bradford Council highlighting that there is 

a real risk that the Bradford area is about to lose the opportunity for £2m 

investment into local green infrastructure, due to the lengthy planning process 

within Bradford MDC. Despite earlier advice from BDMC that only outline 

planning application was required, an application was deemed to be required 

and this was submitted back in January. 

 

This means that planning applications have been submitted for the Wharfedale 

Greenway to both Leeds City Council and Bradford MDC. A grant application (c. 

£2m) is presently being prepared for Phase 1 of the project (the section of the 

route from Otley to Burley), the deadline for which was extended from 29th 

March 2019 to 30th July 2019. By which time planning approval is required.  

 

https://www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk/


Leeds City Council has confirmed that planning approval would be possible 

within this timescale, albeit subject to conditions requiring qualification. Such a 

qualified planning approval is quite sufficient for the grant application to be 

made.  

 

Now in July, Bradford has requested very detailed information which could have 

come at a much earlier stage of the process. This late call for further information 

has now jeopardised the £2m funding bid which the Steering Group and officers 

from Leeds City Council has worked incredibly hard to achieve. Leeds City 

Council has committed its support through a financial contribution and officer 

hours, assisted with the funding bid and has also agreed to expedite the 

approval of planning permission through adding various conditions. The Parish 

Council has therefore urged Bradford Council to consider following suit and assist 

the Steering Group in obtaining this funding to improve and invest in the 

infrastructure and economy of the Bradford District.  

 

It’s also important to recognise that there had been a number of objections 

lodged to the planning application, notably from residents living close to the 

proposed Greenway. This means that final approval from Bradford will be dealt 

with by the Planning Panel, and not at officer level 

 

Youthquake Youth Club 
 

 
 

The newly formed Youthquake youth club will launch on Wednesday 24th July 

2019, 4pm – 6pm at the Queens Hall. The Parish Council are one of several 

supportive organisations and we wish the group well for the launch of their 

project.  

 

 



 

Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on 

the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Community and Environment Committee meetings 

take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm 

and Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday 

evenings at 7.30pm or when Community and 

Environment Committee ends.  

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance 

Committee are held quarterly. Details are all on the 

parish website.  

Residents are welcome to attend any of these 

meetings and hear how these and other matters 

are being progressed.  

In addition, each Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish 

Office is open for anyone who wants to drop in and discuss a matter of concern or 

find out more about a point of interest. 
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