
 

Burley Matters August 2019  
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions, decisions and 

news about work underway with our partners in the village.  

 

 

Library – Official Re-opening 

 

 
Following the successful recent refurbishment of the library, the official reopening 

celebration will take place on Saturday 17 August at 10 am and run until 1 pm. 

Everyone is invited to attend. 

 

Wharfedale Valley Voices Choir will perform at 11 am. There will be story and crafts 

for the younger audience courtesy of Story Bees and refreshments for all. 

 

To raise funds for the ‘library wish list’ raffle tickets are on sale at the library and at 

other venues. The raffle will be drawn and prize winners announced at 12.30 pm in 

the library on the day. Tickets are £1 each and the prizes, kindly donated by Stephen 

H Smith Garden Centre, are 1st prize £100, 2nd prize £60 and 3rd prize £40 of garden 

centres vouchers  

 

The library is run by a library committee, a part time librarian and 60 local volunteers 

without whom the library service couldn’t be supported. This community wide 

support is a triumph for the village  

 



 

Bradford Core Strategy – Partial Review 
 

 
 

Background 

The Core Strategy is an essential part of the Local Plan for Bradford Council, as it sets 

out planning policies for the whole district. It covers a broad range of policies 

including housing, employment, transport, etc, and was often referred to in the 

recent Sun Lane Planning enquiry. 

 

In light of changes to national planning policy and local strategies since the 

Bradford plan was adopted, Bradford Council have started consultation on the 

scope of a formal review. In short, the Government has changed the approach as 

to how housing need is calculated in England. This has resulted in more housing 

being required in the South of England (with a greater population density and higher 

employment rates), and a proportionate reduction in the North. With the reduced 

overall housing requirement, and an updated distribution of growth, all settlements 

across Bradford are likely to see a reduction in absolute housing targets (with the 

exception of Bradford City Centre)  

 

Core Strategy review timetable 

Consultation opened on 30th July and will remain open until 24th September 2019 

on the preferred options, supporting evidence and impact assessments. 

Bradford Council is asking for comments on: 

 The policies and any suggested changes 

 Alternatives to the preferred policy options 



 Comments on supporting documentation 

 

Once this consultation is completed, the plan is likely to go forward to a further 

round of statutory consultation in June/July 2020 prior to formal submission to the 

Secretary of State for public examination. The public examination and any 

modifications and subsequent additional consultation on the plan are likely to mean 

that formal adoption is unlikely before early 2022. 

 

The Implications for Sun Lane Development 

The timetable above means that a decision on Sun Lane will be made well before 

any revised housing numbers are agreed.  The planning application for Sun Lane 

was submitted under the ‘current’ core strategy, consequently it's unaffected at this 

time. 

 

How have housing numbers changed? 

The current Core Strategy sets out a housing requirement for the period 2013-2030 of 

around 42,100 homes across Bradford. The final housing allocation numbers are likely 

to be nearer 26,150 homes over the 17 years of the plan. As part of the review, the 

targets have been halved in Ilkley and Menston - while the Addingham figure has 

been cut by 62%. Burley’s housing target is likely to reduce from 700 to 550 units 

(21%), although the decrease across the district is likely to be around 38%. Quite why 

Burley’s housing numbers are not being reduced in line with the Wharfedale 

average remains unclear.  

 

What will the next steps be? 

The Core Strategy review will indicate the broad distribution of housing growth and 

will provide further headline information including whether Green Belt release is 

required in particular locations. The Allocations Development Plan will set out 

detailed changes to the Green Belt and preferred site allocations. Consultation is 

planned to take place from October 2019 on site allocations for housing and 

employment 

 

Where can I find out more? 

Residents who want to find out more on the subject can refer to the Bradford 

Council web site: 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-

strategy-dpd/?Folder=Core+Strategy+Partial+Review 

 

A newsletter has been produced by Bradford Council which outlines the key 

directions of the review 

 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy-dpd/?Folder=Core+Strategy+Partial+Review
https://www.bradford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy-dpd/?Folder=Core+Strategy+Partial+Review
https://www.bradford.gov.uk/Documents/planningStrategy/Core%20Strategy%20Partial%20Review/Core%20Strategy%20Partial%20Review%20-%20Preferred%20Options%20Report/CSPR%20Preferred%20Options%20newsletter.pdf


 

Burley awaits the inspector’s report into Sun Lane 
 

 
 

The Parish Council understands that the planning inspector’s report into the 

proposed development by CEG at Sun Lane has been submitted to the Secretary of 

State.  

We had hoped to hear what recommendations are being made, but instead we 

need to wait for the decision which should be made by mid-October 

 

 

News from Your Library 

 

 
 

Following swiftly on from the library's Grand Official Reopening on Saturday, good 

weather is hoped for on Monday 19th August. The Annual Teddy Bears' Picnic will be 



held from 11 am to 1 pm in Grange Park just outside the library. If it is raining the 

event will still go ahead inside the library:  it will be a tight squeeze and a chance to 

make lots of new friends. Please bring a bear, a picnic, and a waterproof rug/mat to 

sit on outside. The ground is bound to be damp. There will be activities from Story 

Bees and the Family Learning Team, face painting and balloon modelling, and a 

special guest appearance from Bookstart Bear (providing he is well enough!). The 

event is completely free and is best suited to children up to about Key Stage 1 

including babies - along with their families!! Older children are welcome but just be 

aware it may be a little young for them. 

 

There are other events going on at the library during Burley Summer Festival and as 

part of the Summer Reading Challenge Space Race - please see the library's July 

news at  http://www.burleylibrary.org/library-news.html for more details of these 

events. 

 

The Burley Gardeners' Association Annual Show takes place on Bank Holiday 

Monday 26 August between 2.15 and 4.45 pm in the Queens Hall. The library will be 

having a stall at the show (the library itself will be closed) where you can find out 

about the services and activities on offer, and even join the library. There will also be 

free seeds on offer!! 

 

Moving into September, Story Bees/Tuneful Tuesdays and Tiny Rhymers return the 

week commencing Tuesday 3 September. There will be a meeting for library 

volunteers (and anyone interested in volunteering) on Friday 13th  September at 1 

pm and the Library Committee meets on Wednesday 18th September at 9 am. The 

Wharfedale District Councillors will be holding an open surgery on Saturday 21 

September between 10.30 am and 11.30 am.  

 

Friday 27th September at 2 pm there will be a free legal seminar/talk by Alice Leslie 

from Gordons Solicitors entitled "Wills and Powers of Attorney - do I need one?" 

Anyone who has children or property seriously needs to consider this issue and there 

are many other reasons for doing so. This talk provides a great opportunity to obtain 

free introductory legal advice on the subject. There will be several Police drop in 

sessions during September and October. See  http://www.burleylibrary.org/special-

events.html for more details. 

 

Finally, fundraising continues towards the library "Wish List" but some sizeable 

donations have been received and grants obtained so it shouldn't be too long 

before customers see a few positive additions to the library equipment. Thanks go to 

all supporters of the library, especially Burley Parish Council, Burley Community Trust, 

Burley Educational Trust, Ilkley Round Table and all those who have donated their 

time, energy and resources. 

 

http://www.burleylibrary.org/library-news.html
http://www.burleylibrary.org/special-events.html
http://www.burleylibrary.org/special-events.html


Burley Summer Festival 

 
Burley Summer Festival commences its 11th year on Saturday 17th August. 

With 90 + events throughout the week there will be something for everyone.  

 

Every house in the village should have received a programme through their letter 

box with spares available in the Library. Bookings have been taking place since 

the box office opened on Saturday 20th July in the Library. A queue had formed 

to book hot tickets with the result that several of the walks are now completely 

booked.  But there are still places for many of the events – please call in to the 

Roundhouse if you would like to book in person or look on the website to see 

what you may fancy doing. http://www.burleysummerfestival.org/ 

 

The small committee of 10, with Maddy our graphic designer, has worked very 

hard this year to bring the Festival to you. We do enjoy doing this but we need 

more people who are prepared to consider giving time throughout the year to 

prepare for the busy Festival week.   

 

If you enjoy the car show, the musical events, all the children’s activities and 

don’t want to lose them next year please get in touch – all offers of help will be 

gratefully received – we do need volunteers through the week but we badly 

need a few more people who are able to take a small role, perhaps in a sub 

committee, to help organise the car show, to support our organisers with the dog 

show or any of the other major events that need some time and commitment to 

come to fruition. If you would like to find out more please get in touch with Jan 

Lepley lepleyjan@gmail.com    07711329809. 

Fingers crossed for a good week of weather – and a very enjoyable week for 

Burley 

http://www.burleysummerfestival.org/
http://www.burleysummerfestival.org/
mailto:lepleyjan@gmail.com


 

Overflowing litter bins 

 

 

The Parish Council have received numerous complaints about overflowing litter 

bins. Not only are these unsightly but they also pose a health hazard in the 

summer temperatures. The emptying of public litter bins is a Bradford Council 

responsibility which residents pay for  

 

While the Parish Council have flagged the issue of the bins with Bradford Council 

and the immediate concern seems to have been addressed, should the problem 

reoccur we would request residents support our actions and contact Bradford 

directly to reiterate the need for action to be taken ( 01274 431000, option 8 ) 

 

Damian Fisher, the Shipley Area Coordinator has advised that Bradford have had 

a few teething problems with staff getting used to new working arrangements 

brought about by reduced staff numbers 

 

West Yorkshire Police Community Alert 

Vehicle Crime Reduction Advice 

 
 
 

Over the weekend of 2nd - 4th August there has been a spike in vehicle crime in the 

Burley-in-Wharfedale and Menston areas. Earlier this week West Yorkshire Police 



advised that following community intelligence, three people have been arrested in 

relation to vehicle crime in the Burley in Wharfedale area. 

 

Just a reminder to all to make sure you vehicles are locked, vehicle keys are out of 

view and all valuables are removed from your vehicle. The attached crime 

reduction leaflet is a useful reminder as to what can be done to make life a little less 

easy for criminals.  

 

www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/Attachment/1110441/280869/49431/49431_TFMV.pdf 

 

If you have any information regarding the recent thefts, please contact West 

Yorkshire Police at shipleynt@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

Invitation to all past and present Brownies, leaders and helpers 

 

 
 
 

1st Burley Brownies are celebrating their 100th birthday this year and would like to 

invite all past and present Brownies, Leaders, helpers and their families to 

celebrate this special birthday with them at an afternoon tea party on Saturday 

21st September from 2- 4pm at the new Guide and Scout HQ on Peel Place. 

 

For more information or to share old photographs and memories you can email 

them at 1stburleybrownies@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 

http://www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/Attachment/1110441/280869/49431/49431_TFMV.pdf
mailto:shipleynt@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:1stburleybrownies@gmail.com


Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on 

the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Community and Environment Committee meetings 

take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm 

and Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday 

evenings at 7.30pm or when Community and 

Environment Committee ends.  

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance 

Committee are held quarterly. Details are all on the 

parish website.  

Residents are welcome to attend any of these 

meetings and hear how these and other matters 

are being progressed.  

In addition, each Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish 

Office is open for anyone who wants to drop in and discuss a matter of concern or 

find out more about a point of interest. 
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