
 

Burley Matters April 2019  
This is Burley Parish Council’s e-newsletter sharing Council discussions and decisions 

and also bringing news about work underway with our partners in the village.  

 

Sun Lane Development – Planning Inspection 

 
 

Residents will be aware that an e-petition was launched to encourage Bradford 

Council debate the issue of hosting the Sun Lane Planning Inquiry in Burley, rather 

than in Bradford.  

  

Following careful consideration of the views expressed, Bradford Council has now 

decided to hold the full Inquiry at the Queens Hall in Burley. The Inquiry will 

commence at 1000 on 14th May, and is estimated to last eight days. However, if for 

any reason the Inspector considers the venue unsuitable, whether this be on arrival 

or during the course of the Inquiry, it may be relocated and take place at City Hall, 

Bradford. 

Following the recent news that the UK will be taking part in European Parliamentary 

Elections, the Parish Council has been informed that the Queens Hall must be used 

as a polling station on 23rd May. While this is scheduled to be final day of the 



Planning Inquiry, when the Parish Council agreed the lease for the Queens Hall, it 

also agreed to make the building available as a polling station when requested to 

do so. Therefore if the Planning Inquiry runs the full eight days, the final day is likely to 

be transferred to Bradford Council offices  

Residents can check progress on this inquiry through the Planning Portal at 

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk using case reference 

APP/W4705/V/18/3208020 

Given the refurbishment work underway at the library and Queens Hall, hard copies 

of the documents submitted to the Inquiry will be made available in Menston library 

The Parish Council has submitted a 48 page representation to the Inquiry outlining 

that proposals for housing development will be supported when they would not 

result in the loss of an open space identified as being important to the community. 

The Parish Council are not opposed to more new homes in the village, and indeed 

fully supported the planning application for several new housing developments such 

as new homes at Greenholme Mills (149 homes), but the proposal for 500 homes at 

Sun Lane poses some significant  challenges which include: 

 

 The Parish Council consider that this particular development is inappropriate 

in the Green Belt and detrimental impact (transport in particular) will be 

caused  

 Whilst the Parish Council wants to plan for more new homes and jobs, we also 

want to protect open spaces and preserve the natural and built heritage of 

the area 

 The Parish Council fully understands that whilst the village will grow, this must 

be proportionate to its infrastructure, and any associated commitments to 

improve transport infrastructure. 

 Until BDMC demonstrates it has the funding and  commitment to purchase 

land and build a school, the site cannot be classed as having ‘exceptional 

circumstances’, because the exceptional circumstances don’t arise until the 

commitment to build is there  

 The analysis of alternative sites indicates that a new site offering 500 new 

homes is not required to deliver to the BDMC target of least 700 new homes 
 

  

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?CaseID=3208020&CoID=0


 

Refurbishment Update 

 

 
 

Queens Hall 

Residents will have noticed the scaffolding around the Queens Hall which was 

erected to survey the roof and address any minor repairs. The survey has now been 

completed and the slates are generally functional, so with the exception of a few 

minor repairs there isn’t a significant amount of work to be done on the roof. Likewise 

the gutters are basically sound, but a limited amount of remedial work in some areas 

is being carried out. Once the roof work has been completed, the scaffolding will 

come down.  There has been a limited amount of additional work identified such as 

changes to the extension foundations, vents for the boilers, repairs to the roof and 

repairs to one of the windows.  However so far, the work is progressing to budget 

 

The Main Hall and toilets will refurbished by Thursday 2nd May (local election day), 

with the Small Hall following straight after that. 

 

Library 

The library is now empty of books and shelves and work has started on the roof. A 

small amount of contingency budget has already been approved to cover repairs 

to a window lintel, window openers and additional electricity sockets 

 

  



 

News from Your Library 

 

 

There isn't much library news this month as the library is currently closed for 

refurbishment with the contractors having started work on 15th April for 5 weeks. 

 

Significant time and effort has been spent clearing the inside of the library and 

putting the contents into two containers.  This work was entirely undertaken by 

volunteers plus Abi.  Around 25 of the volunteers helped - some of them almost full-

time.  The Parish Council would like to thank the volunteers for their extremely hard 

work and willing spirit - we could not have done it without you!.  Abi hopes that they 

can enjoy their well-earned rest and recuperate ready to help with the reverse 

operations that will begin during the week of 20 May.  More cake would be very 

welcome too! 

 

  



 

Update on Parish Council sponsored Youth Activities 

 

 

 

There are currently 262 young people registered on the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

scheme and seven expeditions being planned over the Summer that will see 100 

young people going out to complete their expedition sections. These expeditions 

are staffed by two qualified members of staff and supported by several volunteers 

who are first aid trained.  

 

Apart from the expeditions, other activates that the groups will be involved in over 

the next couple of months include, progressing their volunteering, skills and physical 

sections of the award, delivering group presentations and fund raising. Indeed over 

the last term a 10k sponsored walk generated some welcome fundraising of £600 

which will be put towards new kit needed for the summer expeditions. The young 

people have also set an Instagram page with updates and general 

communications on D of E activities  

 

The Parish Council are delighted to announce that eight young people will be 

attending Buckingham Palace over the summer for presentation of their Gold 

Awards. Thanks go to Lindsay and Russell for helping them along their way to this 

milestone event. 

 

 

  



 

Update from West Yorkshire Police 

 
 

Last month we reported that Police Sergeant Terri Green, our Wharfedale 

Neighbourhood Sergeant based at Shipley Police Station, has been actively 

involved in crime prevention activities in the village. Sergeant Green is always keen 

to hear about suspicious activity in the village, and this month we can report that a 

vigilant member of the public has prevented a crime when they reported some 

males acting suspiciously in Burley. Police attended very quickly which resulted in a 

foot chase with several officers as the suspects fled into the allotments. The police 

report that although the suspects were not caught, they were out burgling since the 

car they were in was stolen from a house burglary in Guiseley. The car was 

recovered and we are pleased to report they did not burgle on our village that 

night! 

 

Sergeant Green is contactable on facebook (Burley Neighbourhood Watch) or on 

e-mail (Theresa.Green@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk)  

 

 

  

mailto:Theresa.Green@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk


 
 

 

Meetings of the Full Parish Council take place on 

the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Community and Environment Committee meetings 

take place six weekly on Monday nights at 7pm 

and Planning meetings 3 weekly on Monday 

evenings at 7.30pm or when Community and 

Environment Committee ends.  

Meetings of the Library Committee and the Finance 

Committee are held quarterly. Details are all on the 

parish website.  

Residents are welcome to attend any of these 

meetings and hear how these and other matters 

are being progressed.  

In addition, each Wednesday 0930 -1130 the Parish 

Office is open for anyone who wants to drop in and discuss a matter of concern or 

find out more about a point of interest. 
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